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[bookmark: _Toc168264563][Argentina] Argentina hosts naval drills with US fleet as ties tighten under Milei (Reuters)
Reuters [5/31/2024 8:48 AM, Miguel Lo Bianco, 45791K]
Argentina naval forces and a U.S. fleet including the nuclear-powered aircraft carrier USS George Washington carried out naval exercises on Thursday in waters off the South American nation, a show of closer ties under new President Javier Milei.

The joint exercise, called "Gringo-Gaucho" in a tongue-in-cheek reference to slang terms for Americans and Argentines, is the first such operation since 2010 and comes less than six months into the libertarian Milei’s administration.

"This is to show our friendship, our allyship, and our partnership," said U.S. Commander Alexis Walker during the drill, which took place about 300 kilometers (186 miles) off the coast of the popular tourist city Mar del Plata.

Defense Minister Luis Petri described the opportunity to train alongside U.S. forces as "transcendental" while lauding U.S. armed forces as the most formidable worldwide.

"Relations are really, really good right now, and I’m really happy with the relationship," said U.S. Ambassador to Argentina Marc Stanley, noting that Milei’s government has recently bought U.S.-made F-16 fighter jets, as it mulls other military aircraft purchases.

Milei, a right-wing economist and former pundit, has visited the United States several times since he took office last December. He has hosted a steady stream of senior U.S. officials in Argentina, pledging tighter ties while also offering more criticism of China and Russia.
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[bookmark: _Toc168264564][Cuba] Biden moves to open US banks to Cuba’s private sector (FOX News)
FOX News [5/31/2024 11:32 AM, Charles Creitz, 49149K]
Cuban American lawmakers lambasted the Biden administration after the U.S. Treasury announced it would be lifting some financial restrictions on Cuba.

Treasury officials said the adjustments are aimed at helping independent businesses and supporting "internet-based services to promote internet freedom in Cuba, support independent Cuban private-sector entrepreneurs, and expand access to certain financial services" for Cubans, who have been under dictatorial control since the 1959 revolution.

The Treasury’s revisions will enable private business owners in the Caribbean nation to establish stateside bank accounts that they can manage from Cuba. These changes will facilitate the processing of transactions between the two countries via the U.S. financial system.

Rep. Carlos Gimenez, R-Fla., who was born in Havana, called the changes ill-advised and claimed any supposed free enterprise in a totalitarian system means slackening regulations which only help the regime.

In an interview with Fox News Digital, Gimenez called the move another step toward wrongheadedly opening up relations with the Cuban dictatorship, citing 60-plus years of "suppressing and oppressing its people."

"The Biden administration decides it’s a good time now to reward them by giving them access to the American banking system. The fact they would even think that there is such a thing as ‘free enterprise’ in Cuba is beyond the pale," he said.

Gimenez, whose district’s edge lies 90 miles from Cuba, said it is definitive that anyone with a "private business" there is somehow tied to the government.

Gimenez also said the Treasury’s decision is helping the Cuban government at a time when it is in peril, remarking the adjustments "provide oxygen to the regime when we should be strangling the regime."

He said the move is only the latest in a Democratic habit of trying to engender good feelings with the Cuban regime, pointing to how other lawmakers and former President Obama have traveled there and met with either the now-deceased Castros or current leader Miguel Diaz-Canel’s government.

"How in the world do you justify something like that? You just can’t unless you yourself are either a socialist or a communist," he said, adding that he believes the only way to provide true freedom to the Cuban people is through regime change, which can only be obtained organically, by the Cuban people, and with the express backing of the U.S. government.

"[Cuba] is our greatest enemy in our hemisphere. They are the cause of the cancer that’s spreading around South America. They are directly linked to Venezuela and Nicaragua. And they’re also allies of Russia, China, Iran and North Korea," Gimenez said.

Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., characterized the Treasury’s move as a political maneuver sought by President Biden looking for gains on the foreign policy front.

"President Biden’s concessions to the Cuban regime, notorious for its oppression, are deeply troubling," Rubio said in a statement.

Rep. Maria Elvira Salazar, R-Fla., who represents Miami’s "Little Havana", also criticized the Treasury Department, saying its announcement makes a "mockery of American law – considering no progress has been made toward freedom on the island and repression has intensified."

In comments to Fox News Digital, Salazar added that she has been pressing the Biden administration for some time against their overtures toward opening U.S. banks to "independent Cuban business owners," echoing claims the actions will only help Diaz-Canel.

Johana Tablada de la Torre, an official in Cuba’s American Affairs department, described the changes as "limited" and largely rendered ineffective by the continuing U.S. embargo, in comments to The Associated Press. She also said the Cuban government will not get in the way of the changes if they are truly meant to help the people of Cuba.

Fox News Digital also reached out to relevant Democrats on the matter but did not receive responses by press time.

The Treasury directed Fox News Digital to transcribed comments from senior administration officials.

One official said the administration understands the Cuban economy’s "dire straits."

"Against this backdrop, we have seen the Cuban Government grudgingly open space to a nascent, yet growing private sector.  While cuentapropistas – or self-employed proprietorships – have been legal for some years, in 2021 the Cuban government also legalized the creation of [moderate]-sized enterprises," the official said.

The White House also responded to criticism with a National Security Council spokesperson telling Fox News Digital the regulations are a "critical tenet of the Biden Administration’s policy towards Cuba that advocates respect for human rights and support for the Cuban people."

"It is ironic that some members of Congress would criticize U.S. policies that support the struggling entrepreneurs that are the best hope for bringing capitalism to Cuba," the NSC spokesperson said, denying the regulations are concessions to Havana.
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[bookmark: _Toc168264565][Cuba] Western Union partners with Cuban American company to offer money transfers to Cuba (Miami Herald)
Miami Herald [5/31/2024 11:05 AM, Nora Gámez Torres, 5748K]
Western Union has inked a deal with Katapulk Marketplace, an online supermarket popular with Cuban exiles in Miami who buy food for their families on the island, to offer its money transfer services through Katapulk’s website.

Owned by Miami Cuban American businessman Hugo Cancio, Katapulk sells groceries that are delivered to clients in several Cuban cities. It also hosts more than 150 online stores where Cuba-based small and medium private businesses, known in Spanish as mipymes, can sell their products.

“The service details are the same as our Western Union service currently being offered,” Brad S. Jones, a company spokesperson, said. “The only difference is consumers will also need to register through the Katapulk website or app, even if they are already registered directly with us.”

The spokesperson said the new service was in a test phase. The company announced the service launch on Friday.

Western Union allows transfers up to $2,000 to Cubans on the island who have accounts in Banco Popular de Ahorro, Banco Metropolitano S.A. and Banco de Credito y Comercio. The funds are received the same day but are not paid in dollars to the client but in a local virtual currency known as MLC.

 “Once money is sent over the Katapulk Marketplace, which includes the website www.katapulk.com or through Katapulk’s mobile applications, the service provides real-time tracking of transactions,” Jones said. “The service aligns with both companies’ mission to offer its customers a first-class experience using digital and physical means to connect families and communities, while enhancing financial inclusion in the communities they serve.”

Western Union’s return to Cuba has been rocky. The company was forced to shut its offices on the island in late 2020 when the Trump Administration sanctioned Fincimex, Western Union’s money-processing partner on the island, for its ties to the Cuban military. Two years later, the Cuban government agreed to create a new financial entity to process remittances on the island, Orbit SA. Western Union resumed its services in March last year. But in January, it had to halt its services again after the Cuban government said a cybersecurity “incident” affected the country’s electronic payment systems.

Western Union services resumed earlier this month. But sources in Cuba and the American business community have questioned how much of the remittance market Western Union is capturing because many transactions have moved to the informal market operating in dollars. The company faces competition from several money-transfer agencies that have popped up in recent years, some acting in a gray legal area, offering dollars in cash to the receiver on the island.

With the new deal, Western Union seeks to tap into Katapulk’s large clientele of Cuban Americans, who are already motivated to help their relatives, to offer the remittance service on an online site they regularly visit.

The company is currently not allowing commercial money transfers to Cuba for fear of running afoul of U.S. sanctions, a source, who asked not to be named to discuss the company’s practices, said.

The Western Union spokesperson Jones said the “service is limited to consumer money transfers only.”

For Katapulk, becoming a Western Union online agent is another step in steadily expanding its business model and foothold on the Cuban market. Beyond offering the products of local private enterprises, the company operates its own food market and developed its own food brand, deCancio Foods.

Katapulk has also become a major exporter of cars to Cuba, shipping an average of 30 to 35 containers with cars and other vehicles a month, according to a source who asked not to be named to discuss the company’s exports. The cars are mostly bought by private business owners, the source said. In total, the company is sending around 130 containers a month to the island, according to the source.

Cancio, who first generated controversy when he started producing concerts of Cuban musicians in the late 1990s, also represented U.S.-based cruise companies that offered trips to Cuba between 2015 and 2019. He is also the founder of Fuego Enteprises Inc., which owns the online news site OnCuba.
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[bookmark: _Toc168264566][Haiti] UN development specialist Garry Conille arrives to Haiti to take up the post of prime minister (AP)
AP [6/1/2024 3:38 PM, Staff, 39876K]
A U.N. development specialist tasked with restoring order to Haiti arrived on Saturday to the Caribbean nation to take up his new post as prime minister.

A transitional council seeking to pave the way for an election in Haiti named Garry Conille this week. He replaces interim prime minister Michel Patrick Boisvert, who he met with upon arrival Saturday to the capital, Port-au-Prince, according to a government statement.

Conille has been UNICEF’s regional director for Latin America and the Caribbean since January 2023 and previously served as Haiti’s prime minister from October 2011 to May 2012 under then President Michel Martelly.

Gang violence is still surging in parts of Haiti’s capital and beyond as Conille takes over the helm of the troubled country awaiting the U.N.-backed deployment of a police force from Kenya and other countries.

Haiti shares the island of Hispaniola with the Dominican Republic.
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[bookmark: _Toc168264567][Haiti] Haiti’s newest prime minister, Garry Conille, arrives in his country on flight from Miami (Miami Herald)
Miami Herald [6/1/2024 12:52 PM, Jacqueline Charles, 5748K]
Garry Conille, the longtime United Nations civil servant tapped to lead Haiti’s latest political transition, finally made his way back to his country on Saturday. 

One of five finalists for Haiti’s interim prime minister, Conille had led his campaign for the top job while outside of Haiti. His selection came shortly after he met with six of the seven voting members of the country’s new transitional presidential council via video conference on Tuesday. 

On Saturday, he flew out of Miami International Airport, where he boarded a Sunrise Airways flight around 10:30 a.m., said Joubert Pascal, who works with protocol services at the Haitian consulate in Miami. 

Following his selection, Conille, 58, told the Miami Herald that he is “deeply honored and humbled to accept the role of prime minister during this critical time” in Haiti’s history. 

“Haiti faces significant challenges, but I am confident that together we can overcome them,” he said.

Conille will take over from Michel Patrick Boisvert, the country’s finance minister, who was appointed interim prime minister after Ariel Henry was forced to step down by Washington and Caribbean leaders charged with helping Haitians broker the March 11 deal that led to the new political transition. 

Henry, a neurosurgeon who led Haiti after the July 2021 assassination of President Jovenel Moïse, lost U.S. support amid heightened tensions in the country and as armed gangs launched a united front in late February to topple his government while he was in Kenya finalizing an agreement for an international force to help Haiti. 

Conille’s selection comes amid ongoing gang violence, and controversy after the council attempted to name a former sports minister as prime minister in violation of its own rules. 

In congratulating the council on naming Conille, Washington urged both the council and the new prime minister “to work collaboratively and to engage all stakeholders in support of the Haitian people, who continue to suffer the brutality of horrific gang violence.” 

State Department Spokesman Matthew Miller said the U.S. is encouraging the council and Conille “to act swiftly to nominate a credible, accountable, and inclusive government and Provisional Electoral Council to enable free and fair elections, and the provision of security and basic services for all Haitians.”

Conille, no stranger to the challenges facing Haiti— he served as prime minister from October 2011 to February 2012 and was until recently the Latin America regional director for UNICEF, the U.N.’s child welfare agency — has a monumental task before him. 

Armed gangs control over 80% of Port-au-Prince, and their increasing power amid the political void and paralysis following Moïse’s assassination has taken the country to the brink of humanitarian and economic disaster. 

Requests for hundreds of millions of dollars to fund a Kenya-led international force and a humanitarian appeal by the United Nations have not raised much money. Schools, hospitals and pharmacies have been destroyed during the nearly three-month gang insurgency that also forced a suspension of all commercial flights into the country. People’s livelihoods have evaporated and more than 360,000 Haitians are estimated to be displaced by gangs that continue to attack neighborhoods. 

Meanwhile, more than 4,000 inmates remain at large after the country’s two largest prisons were raided in early March, before gangs targeted the seaport and airport, and the violence has led to the deaths or injuries of more than 2,500 Haitians, according to the U.N. 

Though humanitarian aid agencies continue to provide assistance, the situation remains grim. 

About 5 million Haitians, or nearly half of the population, face acute hunger, with 1.64 million on the verge of starvation, the World Food Program has said, adding that this is the worst it has been since the country’s devastating 2010 earthquake. After the earthquake Conille assisted in as chief of staff to the U.N. Special Envoy to Haiti at the time, former President Bill Clinton.

Welcoming Conille’s selection on behalf U.N. Secretary General António Guterres, spokesman Stéphane Dujarric told journalists in New York on Friday that the U.N.’s humanitarian response plan for Haiti remains largely underfunded. Of $674 million the U.N. is asking for, only 21% of the request is funded with only $142 million in the bank. 

Dujarric also cited a new report by UNICEF, Conille’s former employer, that said between 30% to 50 % of gang members are children. 

“These children are subject to coercion, abuse and exploitation stemming from persistent social, economic and political fragility caused by the ongoing violence that has spiraled parts of the country into chaos,” Dujarric said. 

Like the U.S., Guterres has also issued a call for an inclusive political transition in Haiti and for Haitians to work together to ensure progress in the transition and to restore democratic elections. 

“It remains critical that progress in the political transition be accompanied by urgently needed security gains,” Dujarric said.

Conille’s arrival in Port-au-Prince will be the first time many get to meet him. Like Henry, Conille, a gynecologist, is a Haitian-trained physician, although he has spent most of his career with the U.N. 

Conille will have nine presidents to deal with — the seven voting members of the presidential transition council and two non-voting observers, who since their April swearing-in have struggled to find their way forward. 

Conille’s first leadership test will be to choose a chief of staff and put a government together. With political parties vying to get an edge in the upcoming elections, how much leeway he gets in making appointments to key government posts that parties will want to control will help set the tone on the political front. 

The new government and the presidential council will then need to ready the country for the deployment of the Kenya-led Multinational Security Support mission and then appoint a nine-member provisional electoral council to begin working on organizing elections. 

The new prime minister will need to navigate all of this while managing the perception that he was imposed on Haitians by the U.S., whose role in the selection process has been the subject of speculation and political discussions since Tuesday’s quick selection of Conille.

Though Washington has been trying to let Haitians figure out their own solution to the ongoing crisis, it remains involved in the process, from the construction of the base for the new international security mission to implementing sanctions against those accused of supporting gangs and fanning instability.
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[bookmark: _Toc168264569][Brazil] The Internet’s Final Frontier: Remote Amazon Tribes of Brazil (New York Times)
New York Times [6/2/2024 8:00 AM, By Jack Nicas and Victor Moriyama, 740K]
As the speeches dragged on, eyes drifted to screens. Teenagers scrolled Instagram. One man texted his girlfriend. And men crowded around a phone streaming a soccer match while the group’s first female leader spoke.

Just about anywhere, a scene like this would be mundane. But this was happening in a remote Indigenous village in one of the most isolated stretches of the planet.

The Marubo people have long lived in communal huts scattered hundreds of miles along the Ituí River deep in the Amazon rainforest. They speak their own language, take ayahuasca to connect with forest spirits and trap spider monkeys to make soup or keep as pets.

They have preserved this way of life for hundreds of years through isolation — some villages can take a week to reach. But since September, the Marubo have had high-speed internet thanks to Elon Musk.

The 2,000-member tribe is one of hundreds across Brazil that are suddenly logging on with Starlink, the satellite-internet service from Space X, Mr. Musk’s private space company. Since its entry into Brazil in 2022, Starlink has swept across the world’s largest rainforest, bringing the web to one of the last offline places on Earth.

The New York Times traveled deep into the Amazon to visit Marubo villages to understand what happens when a tiny, closed civilization suddenly opens to the world.

“When it arrived, everyone was happy,” said Tsainama Marubo, 73, sitting on the dirt floor of her village’s maloca, a 50-foot-tall hut where the Marubo sleep, cook and eat together. The internet brought clear benefits, like video chats with faraway loved ones and calls for help in emergencies. “But now, things have gotten worse,” she said.

She was kneading jenipapo berries to make a black body paint and wearing ropes of jewelry made from snail shells. Lately, the youth had become less interested in making such dyes and jewelry, she said. “Young people have gotten lazy because of the internet,” she said. “They’re learning the ways of the white people.”

Then she paused and added, “But please don’t take our internet away.”

The Marubo are struggling with the internet’s fundamental dilemma: It has become essential — at a cost.

After only nine months with Starlink, the Marubo are already grappling with the same challenges that have racked American households for years: teenagers glued to phones; group chats full of gossip; addictive social networks; online strangers; violent video games; scams; misinformation; and minors watching pornography.

Modern society has dealt with these issues over decades as the internet continued its relentless march. The Marubo and other Indigenous tribes, who have resisted modernity for generations, are now confronting the internet’s potential and peril all at once, while debating what it will mean for their identity and culture.

That debate has arrived now because of Starlink, which has quickly dominated the satellite-internet market worldwide by providing service once unthinkable in such remote areas. SpaceX has done so by launching 6,000 low-orbiting Starlink satellites — roughly 60 percent of all active spacecraft — to deliver speeds faster than many home internet connections to just about anywhere on Earth, including the Sahara, the Mongolian grasslands and tiny Pacific islands.

Business is soaring. Mr. Musk recently announced that Starlink had surpassed three million customers across 99 countries. Analysts estimate that annual sales are up roughly 80 percent from last year, to about $6.6 billion.

Starlink’s rise has given Mr. Musk control of a technology that has become critical infrastructure in many parts of the globe. It is being used by troops in Ukraine, paramilitary forces in Sudan, Houthi rebels in Yemen, a hospital in Gaza and emergency responders across the world.

But perhaps Starlink’s most transformative effect is in areas once largely out of the internet’s reach, like the Amazon. There are now 66,000 active contracts in the Brazilian Amazon, touching 93 percent of the region’s legal municipalities. That has opened new job and education opportunities for those who live in the forest. It has also given illegal loggers and miners in the Amazon a new tool to communicate and evade authorities.

One Marubo leader, Enoque Marubo (all Marubo use the same surname), 40, said he immediately saw Starlink’s potential. After spending years outside the forest, he said he believed the internet could give his people new autonomy. With it, they could communicate better, inform themselves and tell their own stories.

Last year, he and a Brazilian activist recorded a 50-second video seeking help getting Starlink from potential benefactors. He wore his traditional Marubo headdress and sat in the maloca. A toddler wearing a necklace of animal teeth sat nearby.

They sent it off. Days later, they heard back from a woman in Oklahoma.

The Tribe

The Javari Valley Indigenous Territory is one of the most isolated places on Earth, a dense stretch of rainforest the size of Portugal with no roads and a maze of waterways. Nineteen of the 26 tribes in the Javari Valley live in full isolation, the highest concentration in the world.

The Marubo were once uncontacted, too, roaming the forest for hundreds of years, until rubber tappers arrived near the end of the 19th century. That led to decades of violence and disease — and the arrival of new customs and technology. The Marubo began wearing clothes. Some learned Portuguese. They swapped bows for firearms to hunt wild boar, and machetes for chain saws to clear plots for cassava.

One family in particular pushed this change. In the 1960s, Sebastião Marubo was one of the first Marubo to live outside the forest. When he returned, he brought another new technology: the boat motor. It cut trips from weeks to days.

His son Enoque emerged as a leader of the next generation, eager to pull his tribe into the future. Enoque has split his life between the forest and the city, working at one point as a graphic designer for Coca-Cola. So when Marubo leaders became interested in getting internet connections, they went to him to ask how.

Enoque got his answer when Mr. Musk came to Brazil. In 2022, the SpaceX owner and Jair Bolsonaro, Brazil’s president at the time, announced Starlink’s arrival in front of a screen that said, “Connecting the Amazon.”

Enoque and Flora Dutra, a Brazilian activist who works with Indigenous tribes, sent letters to more than 100 members of Congress asking for Starlink. None responded.

Then early last year, Ms. Dutra saw an American woman speak at a space conference. Ms. Dutra checked the woman’s Facebook page and saw her posing outside SpaceX’s headquarters. “I knew she was the one,” she said.

The Benefactor

Allyson Reneau’s LinkedIn page describes her as a space consultant, keynote speaker, author, pilot, equestrian, humanitarian, chief executive, board director and mother of 11 biological children. In person, she says she makes most of her money coaching gymnastics and renting houses near Norman, Okla.

Her story is ripe for the “Today Show” — and, indeed, she has told it there. She enrolled in college at 47, got a master’s degree from Harvard Extension School at 55 and then became a traveling motivational speaker. Her social media shows her with children in Rwanda, on television in Pakistan and at conferences in South Africa.

The attention she has attracted has not always been well received. In 2021, she was interviewed on CNN and Fox News for “rescuing” an all-girls robotics team from Afghanistan during the Taliban takeover. But days later, lawyers for the robotics team told Ms. Reneau to stop taking credit for a rescue she had little to do with.

Ms. Reneau said she did not try to help people for fame. “Otherwise, I’d be telling you about all the projects I do all over the world,” she said in an interview. “It’s the look on the face, it’s the hope in the eyes. That’s the trophy.”

She said she had that perspective when she received a video from a stranger last year asking to help connect a remote Amazon tribe.

She had never been to Brazil but thought the return on investment was high. Enoque was asking for 20 Starlink antennas, which would cost roughly $15,000, to transform life for his tribe.

“Do you remember Charlie Wilson?” Ms. Reneau asked me. She was referring to the Texas congressman who secured Stinger missiles that helped the Afghan mujahedeen defeat the Soviets in the 1980s — but that critics say also unintentionally gave rise to the Taliban.

Mr. Wilson changed that war with one weapon, she said. “I could see that this was similar,” she said. “One tool would change everything in their life. Health care, education, communication, protection of the forest.”

Ms. Reneau said she bought the antennas with her own money and donations from her children. Then she booked a flight to go help deliver them.

The Connection

The internet arrived on the backs of men. They trudged miles through the forest, barefoot or in flip-flops, carrying two antennas each.

Just behind were Enoque, Ms. Dutra, Ms. Reneau and a cameraman documenting her journey.

In the villages, they nailed the antennas to the tops of poles and plugged them into solar panels. The antennas then began connecting Starlink satellites to villagers’ phones. (Some Marubo already had phones, often bought with government welfare checks, to take photographs and communicate when in a city.)

The internet was an immediate sensation. “It changed the routine so much that it was detrimental,” Enoque admitted. “In the village, if you don’t hunt, fish and plant, you don’t eat.”

Leaders realized they needed limits. The internet would be switched on for only two hours in the morning, five hours in the evening, and all day Sunday.

During those windows, many Marubo are crouched over or reclined in hammocks on their phones. They spend lots of time on WhatsApp. There, leaders coordinate between villages and alert the authorities to health issues and environmental destruction. Marubo teachers share lessons with students in different villages. And everyone is in much closer contact with faraway family and friends.

To Enoque, the biggest benefit has been in emergencies. A venomous snake bite can require swift rescue by helicopter. Before the internet, the Marubo used amateur radio, relaying a message between several villages to reach the authorities. The internet made such calls instantaneous. “It’s already saved lives,” he said.

The Debate

In April, seven months after Starlink’s arrival, more than 200 Marubo gathered in a village for meetings.

Enoque brought a projector to show a video about bringing Starlink to the villages. As proceedings began, some leaders in the back of the audience spoke up. The internet should be turned off for the meetings, they said. “I don’t want people posting in the groups, taking my words out of context,” another said.

During the meetings, teenagers swiped through Kwai, a Chinese-owned social network. Young boys watched videos of the Brazilian soccer star Neymar Jr. And two 15-year-old girls said they chatted with strangers on Instagram. One said she now dreamed of traveling the world, while the other wants to be a dentist in São Paulo.

This new window to the outside world had left many in the tribe feeling torn.

“Some young people maintain our traditions,” said TamaSay Marubo, 42, the tribe’s first woman leader. “Others just want to spend the whole afternoon on their phones.”

Kâipa Marubo, a father of three, said he was happy that the internet was helping educate his children. But he also was concerned about the first-person-shooter video games his two sons play. “I’m worried that they’re suddenly going to want to mimic them,” he said. He tried to delete the games, but believed his sons had other hidden apps.

Alfredo Marubo, leader of a Marubo association of villages, has emerged as the tribe’s most vocal critic of the internet. The Marubo pass down their history and culture orally, and he worries that knowledge will be lost. “Everyone is so connected that sometimes they don’t even talk to their own family,” he said.

He is most unsettled by the pornography. He said young men were sharing explicit videos in group chats, a stunning development for a culture that frowns on kissing in public. “We’re worried young people are going to want to try it,” he said of the graphic sex depicted in the videos. He said some leaders had told him they had already observed more aggressive sexual behavior from young men.

Alfredo and Enoque, as the heads of dueling Marubo associations, were already political rivals, but their disagreement over the internet has created a bitter dispute. After Ms. Dutra and Ms. Reneau delivered the antennas, Alfredo reported them for lacking proper permission from federal authorities to enter protected Indigenous territory. In turn, Ms. Dutra criticized Alfredo in interviews and Enoque said he was not welcome at the tribal meetings.

The Future

Ms. Dutra now has a goal to bring Starlink to hundreds more Indigenous groups across the Amazon, including Brazil’s largest remote tribe, the Yanomami.

Some Brazilian government officials and nongovernmental agencies said they worried that the internet was being rolled out to tribes too quickly, often without training on the dangers.

Ms. Dutra said Indigenous groups wanted and deserved connections. The criticism, she said, was part of a long tradition of outsiders telling the Indigenous how to live. “This is called ethnocentrism — the white man thinking they know what’s best,” she said.

Enoque and Ms. Dutra said they planned to provide internet training. No Marubo interviewed said they had yet received it.

In April, Ms. Reneau traveled back to the forest. At Enoque’s request, she bought four more antennas. Two were headed to the Korubo, a tribe of less than 150 people that was first contacted in 1996 and still has some members in full isolation.

Sitting on a log, eating dried beef and boiled cassava served on the maloca’s dirt floor, Ms. Reneau said she recognized the internet was “a double-edged sword.” So when she posts on Facebook about bringing the Marubo internet, she said, she always stresses that a leader requested it.

“I don’t want people to think I’m bringing this in to force it on them,” she said. She added that she hoped they could “preserve the purity of this incredible culture because once it’s gone, it’s gone.”

Later at that same meal, Enoque’s father, Sebastião, said the tribe’s journey with the internet had been foretold.

Decades ago, the most respected Marubo shaman had visions of a hand-held device that could connect with the entire world. “It would be for the good of the people,” he said. “But in the end, it wouldn’t be.”

“In the end,” he added, “there would be war.”

His son sat on the log across from him, listening. “I think the internet will bring us much more benefit than harm,” Enoque said, “at least for now.”

Regardless, he added, going back was no longer an option.

“The leaders have been clear,” he said. “We can’t live without the internet.”
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Over the past few years, Costa Rica has experienced a notable increase in trade with Asia, reflecting a trend that extends throughout Latin America. This boom is not only due to the sustained economic growth of Asian economies, but also to the growing demand for innovative products by Costa Rican consumers.

Asian trade has revolutionized the local market, bringing with it a variety of products ranging from electronics and fashion to household items, all characterized by their competitiveness in price and quality.

This expansion is being facilitated by e-commerce platforms such as Tiendamia, who have played a crucial role in opening new opportunities for the Costa Rican consumer, allowing them to access a broader and more diverse offer than ever before.

“Tiendamia’s mission is to change foreign trade by giving all consumers the possibility of accessing any product in the world, that is, to create a world of ecommerce without borders where consumers feel like citizens of the world and can buy products from abroad. with the same ease and tranquility that a local e-commerce provides,” commented Mariana Figuera, Regional Manager for Central America and the Caribbean at Tiendamia.

Likewise, Costa Rica has positioned itself as an undisputed leader in the e-commerce landscape in Central America, with an impressive sales volume that reached US$5.5 billion in 2023, according to transactional data from PCMI. This market continues to constantly expand, projecting solid growth in the coming years. It is estimated that between 2023 and 2026, e-commerce in Costa Rica will grow at a compound annual growth rate of 21%, reaching an estimated US$9.7 billion. Taking into account only the cross-border market, it is estimated that by 2024, it will grow by 24%.

In this context, starting this month, Tiendamia opened its product catalog, allowing consumers in Costa Rica to access a broader portfolio with the participation of sellers from China, which not only facilitates access to Asian products and brands, but also Furthermore, it does so at extremely competitive prices, previously inaccessible in our region.

“We have noticed a great affinity for products from Asia, in general throughout Latin America and Costa Rica is no exception, but just as we see this demand we have also noticed the lack of supply of good quality Asian products, at competitive prices and with insured delivery. Studying the market, we are convinced that our catalog of Asian products and our high standard of delivery service provide consumers with a value proposition not offered to date in Costa Rica. In this process of entering the Asian market, we will progressively add to our catalog, brands and products that meet these standards and that add value to our customers,” added Figuera.

In this way, Costa Ricans will be able to access new products from China of good quality, at competitive prices, through an easy, secure platform with guaranteed delivery. Tiendamia also made a careful selection in the catalog of products from Asia, which will guarantee the satisfaction and trust of consumers.

Tiendamia’s vision is to give freedom of choice to all consumers, which means facilitating access to products from any source. “We are already offering products from China with a careful selection of products to ensure an excellent experience for our consumers because the great value of our China catalog lies in offering all our consumers good quality products in various categories at very competitive prices and the peace of mind that they receive what they really chose and expected. But we also believe a lot in the potential and talent of Latin America to offer products to the different markets where we operate and the world. We are convinced that we can play an important role in facilitating trade within the region,” concluded Figuera.

The contribution that businesses like Tiendamia offer to the local economy and to the democratization of e-commerce is significant since this market offering not only diversifies the options available to consumers, but also stimulates competition, promoting innovation and improving quality. of life.

Additionally, by connecting consumers with international sellers reliably and compliant with customs requirements, these businesses contribute to local economic growth by stimulating demand and generating business opportunities for local companies. Tiendamia exemplifies how cross-border e-commerce adds value to society by driving economic development at the local level by offering an accessible, safe and reliable shopping experience.
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New York Times [6/3/2024 3:10 AM, Natalie Kitroeff, 810K]
Claudia Sheinbaum’s list of accolades is long: She has a Ph.D in energy engineering, participated in a United Nations panel of climate scientists awarded a Nobel Peace Prize and governed the capital, one of the largest cities in the hemisphere.

On Sunday, she added another achievement to her résumé: becoming the first woman elected president of Mexico.

Ms. Sheinbaum, 61, captured at least 58 percent of the vote in a landmark election on Sunday that featured two women competing for the nation’s highest office — a groundbreaking contest in a country long known for a culture of machismo and rampant violence against women.

“For the first time in 200 years of the republic, I will become the first female president of Mexico,” she said. “And as I have said on other occasions, I do not arrive alone. We all arrived, with our heroines who gave us our homeland, with our ancestors, our mothers, our daughters and our granddaughters.”

Now that she has clinched the presidency, Ms. Sheinbaum’s next hurdle will be stepping out of the shadow of her predecessor and longtime mentor, Andrés Manuel López Obrador, the outgoing president.

She and Mr. López Obrador are “different people,” she said in an interview. He’s an oilman who invested in environmentally questionable projects; she’s a climate scientist. Yet Ms. Sheinbaum has appealed to voters mainly by promising to cement his legacy, backing moves like his big bet on the national oil company and proposed constitutional changes that critics call antidemocratic.

Their alliance has also left many Mexicans asking: Can Ms. Sheinbaum be her own leader? Or will she just be his pawn?

“There’s this idea, because a lot of columnists say it, that I don’t have a personality,” Ms. Sheinbaum complained to reporters earlier this year. “That President Andrés Manuel López Obrador tells me what to do.”

She insists she will govern independently from Mr. López Obrador and has some different priorities. But veering too far from his agenda could be very risky.

Here are five things to know about the newly elected president of Mexico that help inform whether she will stray from Mr. López Obrador’s policies or dedicate herself to cementing his legacy.

1. Sheinbaum will inherit a host of challenges.
A former ballet dancer, Ms. Sheinbaum calls herself “obsessive” and “disciplined.” But discipline may not be enough, analysts say.

As president, she already stands to inherit a long list of troubles. The state-owned oil company is buckling under debt, migration through the country has reached historical highs and cartel violence continues to torment the country.

She has said she would continue Mr. López Obrador’s policy of addressing the drivers of violence instead of waging war on the criminal groups, but will also work to lower rates of impunity and build up the national guard.

With a U.S. presidential election just months away, she told The New York Times that she was prepared to work with whichever candidate wins. Publicly, she has echoed Mr. López Obrador’s emphasis on tackling migration by addressing its root causes.

In a hint of potential change, she said in a recent debate that she would seek to reform the country’s migration authority, an agency often accused of corruption.

2. She’s seen as reserved, even aloof.
The Times spoke with two dozen people who have worked with or know Ms. Sheinbaum and also visited campaign events, reviewed her writings and her media appearances and interviewed her, once in 2020 and again this year.

What became clear is that Ms. Sheinbaum, (pronounced SHANE-balm), has long seemed more comfortable quietly getting things done than selling herself or her achievements.

The granddaughter of Jewish immigrants who fled Europe, she rarely discusses being Jewish or almost anything about her personal life, colleagues say. When interviewers ask her about the Nobel Prize she shared with a panel of climate researchers, she notes how many others were involved in the work.

She is known as a tough boss with a quick temper who can inspire in her staff fear and adoration at the same time. Publicly, though, her affect is so controlled it verges on aloof.

Some say her professorial demeanor could pose a challenge in a political landscape defined by Mr. López Obrador, who built his party into a juggernaut by relying on the force of his personality.

“She needs him,” said Carlos Heredia, a Mexican political analyst. “She doesn’t have the charisma, she doesn’t have the popularity, she doesn’t have the political stamina of her own, so she needs to borrow that from López Obrador.”

For some Mexicans, however, a thrills-free woman may be an ideal antidote to an entertaining man who plunged the country into partisan turmoil.

3. She’s long sought to keep Mr. López Obrador happy.
The candidate’s political career began when Mr. López Obrador was elected mayor of Mexico City in 2000 and invited her to a meeting at a diner. “What I want is to reduce pollution,” she recalled Mr. López Obrador telling her. “Do you know how to do that?”

Ms. Sheinbaum, who by then had written more than a dozen reports on energy use and carbon emissions, said yes. She became his environment minister. In meetings, she seemed willing to do almost anything to make her boss happy, according to several people who worked with her.

“The phrase she used over and over again was ‘The mayor said to,’” said Mr. Heredia, who worked with her in city government under Mr. López Obrador. What that meant, according to Mr. Heredia: “We are not a cabinet for giving ideas,” he said. “We are a group of people here to execute what he decides.”

In the years that followed, Ms. Sheinbaum straddled academia and politics, but she always stayed close to Mr. López Obrador. When he founded his Morena party in 2014, he asked her to run on the party’s ticket to become mayor of Tlalpan, a borough of Mexico City. With his backing, she won.

4. She is known for being a demanding boss.
In 2018, Mr. López Obrador was swept into the presidency in a landslide and Ms. Sheinbaum became Mexico City’s mayor. She quickly gained a reputation as an exacting boss.

“One doesn’t go to her meetings to tell her, ‘I’m working on it,’” said Soledad Aragón, a former member of Ms. Sheinbaum’s cabinet. When she walked into a room, Ms. Aragón said, everyone sat up straight.

As mayor, she could remember specific numbers mentioned in a meeting weeks after it occurred, Ms. Aragón said, calling her “brilliant” and “demanding,” especially of herself, adding: “It has gotten results.”

Five officials who have worked with Ms. Sheinbaum, who were not authorized to speak publicly, said that she was quick to anger at times and would yell at her subordinates in front of large groups. Through a spokesman, Ms. Sheinbaum declined to comment on the accusation.

Her defenders say some people merely reacted badly to a woman in charge.

“I know that in her government, sometimes people got offended or felt bad because she yelled at them,” said Marta Lamas, a longtime feminist activist who has been close to Ms. Sheinbaum and her team. “But if a man yells, it wouldn’t be an issue because culturally, it’s different.”

“People say it in a critical way: ‘She’s tough,’” Ms. Aragón said. “What do you want, someone soft in charge of the city?”

5. She is a true believer in Mr. López Obrador’s vision.
For years, Ms. Sheinbaum has tried to explain how she can be so in step with Mr. López Obrador while also being herself. The answer, she says, is simple: She genuinely believes in him.

In 2022, a radio host asked her a pointed question from a female listener: “Why don’t you choose to be a woman who governs with her own ideas? Why don’t you get out of AMLO’s circus?” she asked, using Mr. López Obrador’s nickname. “Why have the same rhetoric with the same words?”

Ms. Sheinbaum didn’t hesitate.

“If you think the same as another person, it’s not that you’re copying them; you just agree with the ideas,” she said. “You can’t deny what you believe.”
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Mexico is poised to elect its first female president on Sunday, a historic leap in a country long known for its machismo — and a big moment for all of North America.

From the beginning of the presidential race, the only competitive candidates have been two women: the front-runner Claudia Sheinbaum, a climate scientist from the ruling Morena party, and Xóchitl Gálvez, a former senator and entrepreneur representing a coalition of opposition parties.

The milestone is a reflection of the country’s complex relationship to women, who face rampant violence and rank sexism, yet are also revered as matriarchs and trusted in positions of authority.

How the country got here before the United States, its biggest trading partner, has much to do with policies that forced open doors for women at every level of government, experts say.

Pushed by feminist activists, Mexico, over the past few decades, has adopted increasingly broad laws encouraging more representation of women in politics. Then, in 2019, it took the remarkable step of making gender parity in all three branches of government a constitutional requirement.

“Mexico, on this metric, is really a model for how other countries can do it,” said Jennifer Piscopo, a professor of gender and politics at Royal Holloway, a college of the University of London, who studies the region, adding, “There’s no other country that I’m currently aware of that has a constitutional amendment for gender parity that is that comprehensive.”

Today, half of the country’s legislature is made up of women, compared with less than 30 percent of the U.S. Congress. The chief justice of the Mexican Supreme Court, the leaders of both houses of Congress and the Central Bank governor are all women. So are the ministers of the interior, education, economy, public security and foreign relations.

Now, a woman is set to become the most powerful person in the country, the commander of the armed forces, the chief executive of the second largest economy in Latin America.

Alma Lilia Tapia, spokeswoman for a group of families searching for their missing loved ones in Guanajuato state, said she believed that both female contenders would pay more attention to the pleas of the families of Mexico’s nearly 100,000 disappeared, compared with their male predecessors.

The New York Times interviewed 33 Mexican women in the lead-up to the election who said they knew this alone would not wipe away the many indignities they face. This is still a country where women are killed at extraordinary rates, where they earn far less than men on average and where machismo remains culturally ingrained.

But for many voters, and the candidates themselves, the arrival of a woman to the nation’s highest office does carry symbolic weight.

“That Mexico would have a woman president is, to me, extraordinary,” said Ms. Gálvez in a radio interview. “We have taken a very important step in the struggle of women.”

Ms. Sheinbaum has acknowledged what this could mean for the next generation.

“When a little girl tells you: ‘I also want to be head of government,’ the truth is that it brings on enormous emotion,” Ms. Sheinbaum told one interviewer, “not only because of what that recognition means, but also to see that a girl is thinking beyond stereotypes that have been imposed on us as women.”

While many Latin American countries pursued quotas for female politicians, Mexico was particularly aggressive in instituting them, first for local and then national government.

By 2019, the country passed a constitutional amendment requiring an even gender split in all three branches of government.

The election of a female president “could not have happened if it had not been for parity,” said Mónica Tapia, who leads a group that trains women for political leadership in Mexico.

The United States has never entertained gender quotas in politics, which are common in much of the world, Ms. Piscopo said. And unlike Mexico, which elects its leaders by popular vote, the U.S. operates on the electoral college system. (Hillary Clinton would have won the 2016 U.S. election if it were based solely on the popular vote.)

The mass entry of women into Mexican politics in the past few years has come alongside seismic demographic and cultural shifts that have transformed the country.

A half-century ago, Mexican families had an average of seven children each and about one in 10 Mexican women had a job. Today, Mexicans have fewer children than Americans and nearly half of women in the country are in the work force.

Until 2021, abortion was banned in all but two states. Now it is legal in most of the country.

Both candidates have promoted progressive social policies, such as opposing gay conversion therapy or creating clinics for transgender and nonbinary people, that have left some conservative women feeling overlooked.

“We are in favor of women’s rights, but these women’s rights don’t include abortion,” or “trans activism,” said Ángeles Bravo, the representative of the National Front for the Family, a conservative coalition that has opposed abortion and L.G.B.T. rights, in the state of Mexico. “And there are a lot of us.”

Some young feminists doubt that either candidate would prioritize addressing key issues that matter to women, like domestic violence and Mexico’s gender pay gap.

They say both women seem to just represent the interests of men — in Ms. Sheinbaum’s case, those of her mentor, the current president, Andrés Manuel López Obrador, and in Ms. Gálvez’s, the male leaders of the three main parties she represents.

“It’s of no use to us that a woman is going to be the president if she continues to be under the shadow of patriarchy,” said Wendy Galarza, 33, a feminist activist from Quintana Roo state who in 2020 was beaten and shot by police officers during a demonstration in Cancún.

Yet, while it’s not clear exactly how much change will come, there could be something transformational about a woman occupying a position of maximum authority in a country where presidents enjoy broad power and, often, wide respect.

“Men will always be in the background, but the leadership of a woman president in power is fundamental,” Ms. Tapia said. It tells Mexican women, she said, “that your family can’t tell you where a woman’s place is — whether it’s in the kitchen or with the family — it’s wherever you choose.”
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My mother was born in 1943 in a country where she was not allowed to vote. The Mexican government did not grant women the right to vote in national elections — or the right to hold public office on a national level — until Oct. 17, 1953. Now, almost 71 years later, for the first time two women are leading the race to be Mexico’s next president: Claudia Sheinbaum, who is the front-runner, and Xóchitl Gálvez. It is no small feat for a country with a longstanding and complex relationship with machismo, and where every day some 10 women or girls are killed on average.

And yet this accomplishment has often felt like an afterthought during this historic election. Ms. Sheinbaum, a scientist running on the ticket of the ruling Morena party, and Ms. Gálvez, a businesswoman representing a mix of parties from the political establishment, have nodded at the achievements of feminism and its influence on Mexico’s public life. But they have been cautious about lingering too long on women’s issues in their campaigns, conspicuously tiptoeing around abortion and reproductive rights, seemingly out of deference to conservative voters. Neither candidate has put forth a strong agenda to serve the women who put them where they are today.

For as Mexico descended into its nightmare of generalized violence, from the U.S.-backed war on drugs to the government of Felipe Calderón and the administration of outgoing President Andrés Manuel López Obrador, it has been women — their tireless work, infinite rage and deepening sorrow — who have provided a moral compass to this nation. Women’s mobilizations have grown stronger and louder in the face of government indifference and repression, mounting the only serious opposition against the status quo and making women’s issues and gender justice central to any discussion of our shared future.

To be fair, male candidates have not historically been required to present their agenda for women either. They are seldom even asked about it. But women constitute a little over half of the Mexican electorate; it is imperative that Ms. Sheinbaum and Ms. Gálvez discuss their views and positions on issues that will affect women’s bodies, security and everyday life — not because they are women, but because they are presidential candidates, striving to represent all of us in the highest political office in the country.

On June 2, a woman will almost certainly be given a mandate to govern all of us. She will preside over an electorate that is deeply concerned about insecurity and corruption. The security policy of the current administration — known as “Hugs Not Bullets” — has failed to meaningfully de-escalate the violence unleashed by America’s failed drug policy, a fact painfully brought home by the ever-growing number of disappearances and high rates of gender-related violence. A staggering number of victims’ collectives, made up mostly of the mothers, wives, sisters and daughters of the disappeared, travel the nation with little to no funding or institutional support, sometimes unearthing the remains of their loved ones.

The women in my family tell more than the story of suffrage in Mexico. We are also among the countless families seeking justice for their murdered daughters in a country where impunity and corruption regularly obstruct them, particularly in cases of femicide. One among the many pending cases in Mexico today is that of Liliana Rivera Garza, my younger sister, who was killed on July 16, 1990. The man who is presumed to have killed her has never been arrested, despite a warrant.

But this is only part of the picture. The next president of Mexico will also run a country that is home to a vocal and energized women’s movement. In Mexico, femicide is a distinct crime; a specialized prosecutor’s office for the crime of femicide was created in Mexico City in 2019, when Ms. Sheinbaum was mayor. While the United States Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022, Mexico’s Supreme Court decriminalized abortion in 2023. There is much work to be done — for economic justice, equal access to education, and labor rights, and against racism and homo- and transphobia. But this young generation of Mexican women has made genuine progress, helping find language that is precise, compassionate and forceful enough to dismantle the narratives that have forcibly silenced them and normalized gender violence for too long.

Their success is part of something bigger. Across Latin America, women have been at the forefront of the fight against military dictatorships in Chile (the arpillera movement, for example) and Argentina (the Mothers of Plaza de Mayo). Today, they are holding states responsible for violence and reclaiming public space to remind us that they — that all of us — have the right to live and thrive in safety. On Nov. 25, 2019, during a celebration of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women, the Chilean feminist collective Las Tesis performed the protest song “Un violador en tu camino” (“A rapist in Your Path”), rallying thousands of us to chant against our governments. The next president of Mexico should be aware that the energy unleashed by these actions, which reverberate in Latin America and beyond, is here to stay.

It is these struggles and demands that have shaped the political arena in which Ms. Sheinbaum and Ms. Gálvez now stand. Will the first female president of Mexico be willing and able to honor such history, acknowledging that women’s equality and gender justice are not peripheral issues but crucial to the country’s future? Will she be ready to face the immense challenge of organized crime, both within and outside the government, to secure a violence-free life for all? Will she preserve and defend the safety of the journalists and activists who risk their lives as they hurl hard questions at power? Unlike former presidents, will she listen?

I believe women are complex human beings “with the full range of saintly and demonic behaviors this entails, including criminal ones,” as Margaret Atwood once wrote. And many female leaders — Margaret Thatcher and Corazón Aquino, to mention just two — demonstrated that a woman running the country does not necessarily translate into support for women. Like all presidents in the past, and in the future, the next leader of Mexico will be judged not by her gender but for the decisions and actions of her government.

My mother’s story is part of one Mexico — the one where women have worked together to lift two female candidates to this moment. My sister Liliana’s story warns of another Mexico, one where violence ends things before they get started. Two years before her death, Liliana exercised her right to vote, on July 6, 1988, and enthusiastically joined the crowds that congregated at the main square in Mexico City afterward. She was ready to defend our emerging democracy and oppose the pervasive electoral fraud that kept the Institutional Revolutionary Party in office at the time.

She, like the countless other victims of violence against women in Mexico, cannot vote this week. We can cast our vote only if we are alive.
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As mayor of Mexico City, Claudia Sheinbaum celebrated a dramatic drop in violent crime, including a 50% plunge in homicides.

Now the front-runner in Mexico’s presidential election, Sheinbaum says she is uniquely qualified to bring peace to a nation battered by nearly two decades of cartel violence. “We already did it,” she said. “Of course we will continue.”

If she wins Sunday’s election as expected, she will confront a country in crisis, one plagued by a largely inept criminal justice system, one of the world’s highest homicide rates and a dangerous patchwork of well-armed gangs that control wide swaths of territory and even some local governments.

Experts say the novel security strategies that Sheinbaum embraced in Mexico City — improving investigations, professionalizing cops and implementing community policing models developed in U.S. cities such as Oakland — may be difficult to repeat elsewhere in the country, where organized crime is more violent and more deeply embedded than it is in the capital.

Her efforts to improve policing in Mexico City were also expensive — and would be costly to reproduce on a wider scale.

“The Mexico City model is not replicable,” said Carlos Pérez Ricart, a political scientist at Mexico’s Center for Research and Teaching in Economics, citing the high costs of hiring and training officers. Still, he said, Sheinbaum’s experience suggests that, if elected, she may refocus attention on improving the country’s notoriously incompetent police, a goal long sought but also long neglected by previous governments who opted instead for a top-down militarized approach.

“At a time when the country needs a model of nonmilitarization, the Mexico City example is useful,” Pérez Ricart said. “It says: Hey, there is another way to do this.”

But there are many potential roadblocks, security experts say, including the legacy of Sheinbaum’s mentor, President Andrés Manuel López Obrador, who abandoned promised efforts to strengthen Mexico’s civilian police.

After taking office in 2018, López Obrador eliminated Mexico’s federal police force and slashed funding to local and state law enforcement agencies, ceding much of the country’s public security to the military, marines and the newly created National Guard.

That leaves the next president of Mexico with limited tools in the face of a gaping problem.

“There are glimmers of hope that Sheinbaum is willing to work more methodically than those in the past,” said Falko Ernst, a senior analyst on Mexico at the International Crisis Group. “But this is not an easily fixable problem, and nobody should expect it to be swept off the table anytime soon.”

When Sheinbaum was elected mayor of Mexico City in 2018, the capital was gripped by the worst violence it had experienced in years.

An average of five people were killed by homicide each day. Armed robberies were common even in the toniest neighborhoods. The outgoing mayor, Miguel Mancera, refused to acknowledge that major cartels were operating in the city even as several high-profile gang leaders were arrested here.

Sheinbaum, an environmental engineer who did doctoral research in California, came in with what her colleagues described as a systematic approach. She raised the salaries of officers by more than 50% and set a goal that half of new police academy recruits be women. She pushed a legal reform that gave the police department more investigative and intelligence-gathering powers and vastly expanded the city’s video surveillance system.

She hired Omar Harfuch, an expert in organized crime, as her police chief and adopted a slew of new policing initiatives inspired in part by visits to the U.S.

On a 2018 trip to Oakland, Sheinbaum learned about a program called Operation Ceasefire, which sought to connect social services with a small group of individuals deemed most likely to be involved in a shooting.

Police in Mexico City mimicked the program, identifying likely perpetrators of violent crimes, particularly homicides, and then sought to redirect them.

“There’s nothing that rips apart the social fabric more than a homicide,” said Pablo Vázquez Camacho, who helped oversee Sheinbaum’s social programs and who was recently named Mexico City police chief by her successor.

Inside a city auditorium on a recent morning, another program launched by Sheinbaum was on display. Dozens of young people who had been arrested for nonviolent crimes such as drug possession and theft had been given the chance to avoid jail time by attending a months-long rehabilitation course. They sat in small circles alongside therapists and police officers, discussing their upbringings, their hopes for the future and swapping techniques for dealing with sadness and stress.

Mexico’s police department said graduates of the program were five times less likely to commit another crime compared with somebody who had been incarcerated.

Her tenure was not without major violent incidents, including a brazen attack on Harfuch in 2020 on one of Mexico City’s main boulevards that injured the then-police chief and killed two of his bodyguards.

But by the time Sheinbaum stepped down as mayor in the summer of 2023 to run for president, statistics showed a precipitous drop in many crimes, including robberies and assaults. Federal data also indicated that city residents felt much safer, with the percentage of people reporting that they felt unsafe dropping from 92% in 2018 to 57% in 2023. 

Sheinbaum celebrated a drop in homicides, which according to city data occurred just twice daily on average by then, the lowest rate since 1989. She said Mexico City was safer than many U.S. cities, including New Orleans and Philadelphia.

But the homicide data were more complicated than they appeared.

Researchers pointed out that a large number of violent deaths in the capital — nearly a third — were classified as “undefined.” Some asked whether some of those deaths might in fact be slayings that had been miscategorized in order to obscure a higher homicide rate.

Academics and journalists pounced on the topic, with many calling on city authorities to do more to define the cause of all violent deaths in the city.

But many also noted that the large number of unclassified deaths in Mexico City was nothing new — they had been recorded that way since 2011. And other data, including the decrease in assaults, did suggest that violent crime had indeed dropped under Sheinbaum, said political scientist Rodrigo Peña González.

Ernst said Sheinbaum’s team in Mexico City “did better than most other security forces I’ve seen in Mexico over the past decades, especially in being more systematic about their approaches and thinking about how to get lethal violence down in very pragmatic ways.”

But Mexico City’s police force is one of just a few law enforcement agencies nationwide that have improved in recent years, experts say, in part because it is one of the few that is well-funded. The federal government has cut the subsidies that many police departments depend on as it plows more money into the armed forces.

When President Felipe Calderon first deployed soldiers and marines to fight organized crime in 2006, they were seen as a temporary supplement to police, who in many parts of the country were viewed as corrupt and complicit with drug traffickers. 

But Mexican leaders have failed to make necessary investments to reform police, prosecutors and judiciaries.

López Obrador slashed crucial federal funding for local law enforcement, forcing some municipalities to disband their police forces. The number of municipal police officers in Mexico fell 4% between 2018 and 2021, according to the National Census on State Security.

Sheinbaum, a protege of López Obrador’s for years, has studiously avoided criticizing her mentor’s security strategy. And she has offered only a vague sense of how she would tackle crime as president aside from pledging to hire more police investigators, create more social programs for poor youth and expand the National Guard.

Peña, a researcher at El Colegio de México, said Sheinbaum’s apparent success in Mexico City has been a rare bright spot in a country that has become accustomed to impunity for criminals and regular atrocities, but said she must lay out a more concrete plan for tackling crime.

“We see any sign of hope and we embrace it,” he said. “But there is no real discussion about how this could be carried out on a national scale.”

These days, experts in violence in Mexico rarely talk about how to reduce the stranglehold of organized crime, he said. They focus instead on how best to reduce the violence associated with it.

“The history of the last 30, 40 years of international drug trafficking teaches us that there is no sign that the consumption or sale of drugs will disappear, but rather that it will become more complicated and more sophisticated,” Peña said. 

Last month, Sheinbaum was forced to cancel a planned campaign stop in rural Michoacán state after an outbreak of gang violence there. It was — along with the slayings of more than 30 political candidates across the country this election season — a stark reminder of the vast security challenges that await her nationally if she is victorious on Sunday.

An increase in crime in Mexico City in the months after Sheinbaum stepped down is another reminder of the fragility of security gains.

On a rainy night several months after Sheinbaum left office, photojournalist Jaime Llera sped through a hilly working-class neighborhood on the city’s north side toward the street where a man had just been killed.

Llera, who has covered crime for more than three decades, smoked a cigarette while he snapped photographs of a taxi spattered with blood. The body of the driver, whom police said may have been shot to death in relation to extortion payments to a local gang, had already been removed.

Members of a nearby church stood and gaped. A man peered out the doorway of a billiard hall.

Llera spoke with several neighbors who had gathered at the crime scene. One of them, Maricella Arzate, 59, said life in the area still felt precarious. Her young granddaughter agreed. “We still hear bullets at night,” she said.

They didn’t speak highly of the police. As Llera returned to his car to send his pictures to his editors, a police officer approached. The officer had taken photographs of the body of the victim. He wanted to make a quick buck by selling one to Llera.
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[bookmark: _Toc168264575][Mexico] Mexico’s June 2 election is already making history — for violence (Los Angeles Times)
Los Angeles Times [5/31/2024 10:30 AM, Tony Garrastazu and Patrick Quirk, 26199K]
On Sunday, Mexicans will go to the polls to vote on more than 20,000 elected positions in the largest election in a generation. This year’s vote will also likely yield the country’s first woman president — former Mexico City Mayor Claudia Sheinbaum or Sen. Xóchitl Gálvez. As elections experts and democracy professionals, we are watching this historic democratic exercise with excitement — and concern. Mexico’s electoral machinery is struggling in the face of violence and threats. The quality of the Mexican vote matters to the United States because the challenges our ally and biggest trading partner faces — northward migration, economic development and narcotrafficking — are our challenges too. Solving them starts with free, fair elections that deliver a strong mandate to Mexico’s leaders.

This electoral cycle in Mexico is already the most violent in recent memory. In the seven months from September to May 2, 560 victims suffered lethal and nonlethal electoral violence; there have been at least 195 election-related killings, including at least 34 candidates. In the last election cycle, 2020-21, among 299 victims of election-related violence, there were 88 killings. Turf wars in recent months between battling cartels and organized crime syndicates are putting candidates and politicians in the crosshairs at the local level and in a handful of states in central and southern Mexico.

These trends mean that many of the candidates who survive the campaign and win office in regions most affected by electoral violence will be at least suspected of responding not to voters, but to the interests of those that allowed them to take office. Gregorio Portillo Mendoza, a former mayor of Zirándaro, in the state of Guerrero, was kidnapped and tortured by members of the Cártel de Jalisco Nueva Generación for refusing to take sides in their turf war with the Familia Michoacana. “Here, the mayors do not govern,” he told the newspaper El Universal. “It is the cartels that govern.”

Meanwhile, Mexico’s widely respected National Electoral Institute, which oversees state and federal elections, is on the defensive. President Andrés Manuel López Obrador and his Morena-party-led majority in Congress has been working to undermine the institute’s independence and power through reputational attacks, by not making key appointments, and by staff reductions and successive budget cuts.

Mexico’s Electoral Tribunal of the Federal Judicial Power, which is responsible for certifying results at the federal and state level, is also in disarray. Appointments meant to fill two of its magistrate vacancies were blocked, and the magistrate-president, Reyes Rodriguez Mondragon, was forced to resign just six months before the elections. State and local tribunals have also been hollowed out; more than a third of state magistrate positions remain vacant (36 of 107).

Aware of its own limitations in a highly charged political and social environment, the Electoral Tribunal partnered with more than 40 nongovernmental, academic and private sector organizations, as well as National Electoral Institute councilors and representatives from local electoral bodies, to create a watchdog group to preserve electoral integrity. The National Agreement for Electoral Integrity and other civil society groups are no replacement for strong and independent state institutions, but they play the critical role of encouraging transparency of institutions like the institute and the tribunal.

The United States can help Mexico’s electoral institutions by first publicly calling on the Mexican government to protect the candidates and their campaigns. Even at this late hour, the Biden administration can help mobilize funding for election observers throughout the country. It can specifically aid watchdogs such as the electoral integrity coalition, as they monitor, document and report irregularities. Following the elections, the U.S. can make it a diplomatic priority to encourage Mexico to reinvigorate its key electoral institutions. Even if organized crime succeeds in influencing election outcomes — via violence or fraud — these institutions are critical to investigating, punishing and rectifying electoral crimes and corruption moving forward.
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Wall Street Journal [6/2/2024 1:00 AM, Mary Anastasia O’Grady, 830K]
Mexicans vote in presidential and legislative elections Sunday. Eight Mexican states, plus Mexico City, hold gubernatorial contests. We may not know the results until late in the evening. But it isn’t too early to consider the economic and political challenges the nation will face under a new federal government.

President Andrés Manuel López Obrador’s successor will inherit a stable economy where firms are profitable and manufacturing is expanding. Mexico has a rising middle class and its enviable demographics, with a median age of 30, are a plus. A nearshoring trend and the wide interest-rate spread between the dollar and the peso have helped strengthen the Mexican currency to levels not seen in a decade.

But warning lights are also flashing. Among the biggest challenges is a weak rule of law. Cartel terror, extortion and human trafficking have grown worse during Mr. López Obrador’s government, and public trust in institutions, including the military, has deteriorated. Political violence is also on the rise. The new president will be under pressure to confront criminality. It could get bloody.

Claudia Sheinbaum, a former head of the Mexico City government and a member of Mr. López Obrador’s Morena party, is the favorite to become the next president. Her victory would suggest further deepening of AMLO’s vision for the country. Here it’s important to note that Mexico’s economic gains in the past six years have come despite AMLO, not because of him. He opposes free-market economics. During his presidency he’s been beavering away at what he calls the “fourth transformation,” which would give the Mexican state a large role in the economy and consolidate power in the executive. Think the heyday of the Institutional Revolutionary Party 50 years ago.

That Mr. López Obrador wasn’t able to return Mexico to the authoritarianism of the 1970s is a credit to competing institutions. The Supreme Court and the National Electoral Institute defended pluralism and blocked AMLO’s most egregious attempts to grab power. It’s also a credit to those who opened the economy. He could hardly afford to strangle democratic capitalism before he changed the rules of the game. His surrogate would have to win the next election.

The socialist Ms. Sheinbaum, if she wins, is expected to champion the constitutional reforms that AMLO has articulated as necessary to achieve his back-to-the-future Mexico. These include the direct election of Supreme Court justices, the end of proportional representation for congressional seats, and the elimination of the Federal Economic Competition Commission and the National Institute for Transparency, Access to Information, and Protection of Personal Information.

A President Sheinbaum would need two-third majorities in both chambers to pass those amendments, which means that there’s a lot at stake in the congressional races. If Morena gets close to the number of seats it needs, Ms. Sheinbaum might try to negotiate with another party for the rest of the votes.

The reforms would be bad for Mexico, although in the short run things might not change much. The frog would boil slowly.

Opposition candidate Xochitl Gálvez ran against dismantling institutional checks and balances. If she wins, she has promised to govern with republican values. If she loses but makes it a close race, it will be more difficult for Morena to create a one-party state.

During the campaign both candidates made entitlement promises that will be a drag on growth. But the new president and Congress won’t have it easy because Mr. López Obrador, with Morena coalition majorities in Congress, ran up spending ahead of the election. Total government spending will be 27% of gross domestic product this year, the highest since President José López Portillo (1976-82). AMLO’s treasury says there will be a 5.9% fiscal deficit, which would be the largest since 1990, the earliest year for which the treasury provides the data. The treasury forecasts a return to a 3% fiscal deficit in 2025 but that depends on a combination of austerity and growth. The new president will have to tighten belts to reverse the worsening trend.

Last month Francisco Monaldi, director of the Latin American energy program at the Baker Institute, tweeted that Mr. López Obrador’s Dos Bocas refinery project “will go down in the annals of the oil industry as one of the most disastrous investment decisions in history. The cost is already $17 billion, and it is not yet finished.” Completion of the tourist train on the Yucatán Peninsula is also delayed, and its $28 billion price tag is nearly four times its original budget.

Electricity shortages caused by AMLO’s decision to block new private investment in power could put a damper on the nearshoring boom. Despite its geographical advantage, Mexico won’t be a good destination for capital without cheap, plentiful energy.

The good news is that the new president inherits a democratic republic with lots of potential. The open question is whether Mexicans can keep it.
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CNN [6/1/2024 12:00 PM, Zachary B. Wolf, 20328K]
While American voters are looking at the same old options in their coming election, Mexican voters will choose between two women as the major-party candidates in their presidential election this weekend.

Women in Mexico did not enjoy universal suffrage until 1953, a full 33 years after women gained the right in the US, but the country is almost sure to have its first female leader before the US does.

CNN’s Tara John points out in an analysis for CNN International that Mexico’s likely election of a woman as president is “a remarkable achievement in a country known for its patriarchal culture and high rates of gender-based violence, where around 10 women are murdered every day.” But the breaking of Mexico’s glass ceiling will also be overshadowed by the multifaceted problems of gang violence, targeted politicians and rampant crime. Read more.

The influence of women in Mexican politics is evident in other branches of government. Mexico’s Supreme Court elected its first female chief justice in January 2023. Her court also decriminalized abortion in Mexico, an inverse of the US, where five conservatives on the US Supreme Court (four men and one woman) overruled the court’s liberals (two women and one man at that time) to take nationwide abortion rights away from American women in June 2022.

Some of the reasons for Mexico’s move toward political gender parity are structural. Mexican law requires political parties there to put equal numbers of women and men up for election. That’s not going to happen in the US. 

There are also one-term limits on presidents, forcing more turnover. The current front-runner in Mexico’s presidential election, Claudia Sheinbaum, is on the ballot because her party’s popular president, Andrés Manuel López Obrador, must step aside. The Supreme Court has a woman as chief justice in part because justices in Mexico serve 15-year terms.

I talked to Debbie Walsh, director of the Center for American Women and Politics at Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, about obstacles American women face in politics.

She noted that the progress American women had been making for decades at the state level, beginning in the 1970s, had stalled until after the election of Donald Trump in 2016, when a new generation of American women got active. Since the 2018 midterms﻿, though, progress has slowed.

Now, according to CAWP’s tally for 2024:

More than a quarter of US House members and a quarter of US senators are women.
    
Of 310 officials elected at the statewide level in the 50 US states, nearly 32% are women, including 12 governors and 22 lieutenant governors.

An even higher percentage of state legislators, nearly 33%, are women.

Those figures continue to slowly grow, but they are nowhere near gender parity. By comparison, half of the legislators in Mexico’s lower house of Congress are women, according to the Inter-Parliamentary Union.

In countries with quota systems, the move toward parity has been much quicker, but Walsh said we shouldn’t expect such a system in the US.

“The concept of quotas, as you well know, is sort of antithetical to the American image of pulling themselves up by their bootstraps, the best candidates will rise to the top,” Walsh said.

When I asked what obstacles women face in US politics, she rattled off a list.
Republicans elect fewer women

First, Walsh said, there is an obvious partisan element.

More elected women are Democrats, which might seem obvious. But the imbalance is amplified at the state level and in legislatures, where most elected representatives serve.

Just picking one state, Georgia, she pointed out that 59% of Democratic legislators are women compared with 16% of Republican legislators. In Florida, two-thirds of Democratic legislators are women compared with less than a third of Republicans. See data for all the states here.

Walsh argued that both parties must do a better job of recruiting and supporting women who run for office, and she said it’s important to make sure women are running in seats where they can win, as opposed to seats where they have no chance.

Part of the reason for the imbalance is due to policy, but it’s also a matter of priorities in how Republicans recruit candidates, Walsh argued.

“The philosophy of the party generally is the best candidate will rise to the top, and whether it’s a man or a woman or a person of color or a White person, it doesn’t matter,” she said.

Campaign finance is a problem for female candidates

The way campaigns are funded is an obstacle, according to Walsh, because women are less likely to be able to fund their own campaigns.

“We know that parties love self-funders, because a self-funding candidate is less of a strain on the party itself in terms of providing support,” she said.

She argued that women also tend to raise money in smaller amounts, less than $200, which makes the process of fundraising much more arduous.

Politics feels more dangerous

“Politics has gotten particularly ugly, fraught and dangerous,” Walsh said, pointing to the 2020 kidnapping plot against Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer. Walsh argued that online threats seem to disproportionately affect female officeholders and candidates.

That perception could have a chilling effect on women seeking office.

Walsh does think the US will ultimately elect a woman as president. “It’s a frustrating process to see how slow it can be,” she said.

Hillary Clinton was the first woman to be a major-party presidential nominee in 2016, and Kamala Harris became the first woman to be elected to nationwide office when she shared the Democratic presidential ticket with Joe Biden in 2020. Notably, Democrats selected Biden from a field that included six women, including Harris, that cycle.

Trump could also choose a woman as his running mate for this November’s election. But it seems unlikely that he will pick the only Republican woman to ever win a presidential primary, Nikki Haley, who won contests in Vermont and the District of Columbia this year.

When I noted Haley’s success to Walsh as a sign of progress, she countered: “She’s not the nominee.”
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Washington Post [5/31/2024 8:00 AM, León Krauze, 47820K]
Mexico heads to the polls on Sunday in a pivotal election, with control of Congress, thousands of local offices and the presidency at stake. Whether the winner is Claudia Sheinbaum, the nominee for Morena, President Andrés Manuel López Obrador’s party, or Xóchitl Gálvez, a former senator running under the banner of an opposition coalition, Mexico will have its first female president.

But the weeks leading up to the vote have been rough in both tone and substance. And it’s no wonder. For half a decade under López Obrador, Mexico’s democracy and its institutions, including the courts and the press, have been battered. Mexico can only hope that whichever candidate wins the upcoming elections, she will turn the country toward a more constructive style of politics.

López Obrador has illegally intervened in the campaign. In his morning news conferences, he has consistently ignored Mexico’s constitution, which prohibits the president from taking partisan positions or commenting on the election that determines their successor. On Monday, he described Sunday’s vote as a referendum. “It is not only about electing the authorities, electing the party, no, it is about electing the project of the nation that we want,” he said. López Obrador’s meddling has earned him numerous punishments from Mexico’s Federal Electoral Tribunal, the country’s highest electoral authority. In response, he has accused the tribunal of planning a “technical coup.”

Sadly, Sheinbaum has embraced her political mentor’s delegitimizing rhetoric. When asked in a nationally televised forum whether she would accept the voting results, she said she would wait to see “how things proceeded.” (A few days earlier, her opponent, Gálvez, told me in an interview she would “absolutely” respect the outcome of the election.)

This disregard for democratic norms is paired with another aspect of López Obrador’s governing style: a kind of cruelty fueled by a persecution complex.

Throughout his time in office, López Obrador has shown an alarming lack of compassion for victims in the country he governs, politicizing all manner of tragedy to serve his ends. He has shown indifference toward the victims of organized crime, the mothers searching for their disappeared children, the parents of children with cancer demanding medical attention, people affected by natural disasters, and women demanding an end to gender violence, to name a handful. His attitude stands in stark contrast to the “humanism” he has vowed to bring to Mexico’s public service.

This electoral season has only accentuated this ugly tendency.

Last week, a video shook the country. It showed the last moments of Dante Emiliano, a 12-year-old lying on a sidewalk in the city of Paraíso in the state of Tabasco after being shot three times. “I don’t want to die!” the boy screamed, sensing his life slipping away. The motives for the attack remain unclear. Some versions of the story suggest that Emiliano was to be the victim of a kidnapping. The only certainty is that he died in a hospital a short time later.

The story of the boy from Tabasco outraged everyone in Mexico — except, apparently, the president. After spending a couple of minutes describing the facts in his news conference, López Obrador shifted to a defensive crouch. “We are in election season,” he said. “Whatever it takes to hurt me, the corrupt magnify everything related to violence.”

López Obrador’s callousness belies a serious political vulnerability. His government has largely failed to address rampant violence and its consequences. Every month in Mexico, according to the government’s own figures, 64 children are killed by firearms. During López Obrador’s five years in power, 12,368 minors have been victims of homicide. But rather than acknowledge the extent of the tragedy and adjusting course, López Obrador goes to a populist playbook that has served him well: floating conspiracy theories and intimidating his critics while doing little to address the problem.

Again, Sheinbaum has adopted her mentor’s approach. “It’s better to make proposals than to criticize,” she recently remarked to Ceci Flores, a prominent member of a group of mothers searching for the disappeared, who had stood outside the presidential palace in hopes of meeting with López Obrador. Like most other victims who have requested an audience with the president, Flores was rebuffed.

On Sunday, Mexican voters will have the final say on the direction of their country under López Obrador. Sheinbaum seems to have a sizable lead (though analysts tell me the margins could be tighter than expected). If she wins, perhaps she will conclude that her mentor’s approach to politics — callousness, polarizing partisanship and a growing disregard for constitutional norms — is a winning formula. After all, López Obrador’s approval ratings have remained high throughout his presidency.

But there is a chance she chooses a different path. She could adopt a fresh, more decent approach to politics, showing voters, especially those who voted for the opposition, that she is her own politician, independent from her predecessor. If that were to happen, I would hope the opposition would meet her halfway and start building a better future. Mexico can’t afford to spend another six years paralyzed by rancor.
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Los Angeles Times [6/1/2024 6:00 AM, Patrick J. McDonnell and Kate Linthicum, 26199K]
Andrés Manuel López Obrador is not on the ballot in Mexico’s presidential election on Sunday. But he might as well be.

The vote is widely viewed as a referendum on the popular but polarizing president known for pulling millions of Mexicans out of poverty while weakening some of the country’s key institutions, emboldening the military and failing to stem an epidemic of brutal gang violence.

Claudia Sheinbaum, López Obrador’s protege and the former mayor of Mexico City, is heavily favored to win the election — in large part because she has vowed to advance his signature projects, including welfare programs and efforts to reform the judiciary.

Meanwhile her chief opponent, Xóchitl Gálvez, an entrepreneur and former senator who represents an opposition coalition, has sought to tap into resentment among the middle and upper classes against the current president, who is known widely by his initials, AMLO.

“It is all about AMLO,” said Lila Abed, acting director at the Mexico Institute of the Wilson Center think tank in Washington. “I think a lot of people who will vote for [Sheinbaum] will be voting in their minds for him.”

If Sheinbaum is indeed victorious, Abed said, one issue will loom above all others: “What role, if any, will AMLO play in the next six years? Is he going to be actively involved in the decisions that she makes as president?”

Sheinbaum has dismissed suggestions that López Obrador might control her presidency from behind the scenes as misogynistic.

In some ways, the heated debates about López Obrador’s record and legacy have overshadowed a more compelling storyline: the near certainty that the next president will be a woman.

That would be a first for Mexico, a traditionally conservative country known for machismo and high rates of violence against women. Women have made major inroads in politics here since a 2019 constitutional reform set quotas requiring gender parity in all elected posts at the federal, state and municipal levels. They now account for about half the Congress.

Sunday’s election is the largest in Mexico’s history. Along with a new president, voters will choose 128 senators, 500 congressional deputies, eight governors and the mayor of Mexico City, along with thousands of local officials. Mexican presidents serve a single six-year term.

Beyond breaking gender barriers, the election has significant policy implications for both Mexico and the United States.

The two nations share a sometimes turbulent partnership on security concerns such as immigration, organized crime and drug trafficking — all while trade between them approaches $1 trillion a year.

López Obrador has mostly cooperated with Washington on key issues even as he regularly assails its policies and even U.S. culture — denouncing “abusive meddling” and what he regards as U.S. moral decay. Sheinbaum and Gálvez, for their parts, have both pledged to maintain close ties with the United States.

“The two countries are so integrated economically that both know that upsetting it would have very deep consequences,” said Tony Payan, who directs the Center for the U.S. and Mexico at Rice University’s Baker Institute for Public Policy. “No one wants that to happen.”

The future of U.S.-Mexico relations may depend less on who wins the Mexico election than on the outcome of the U.S. presidential race in November.

Former President Trump, who has railed against migrants and free trade, once threatened to slap tariffs on Mexican imports if the country did not do more to stop migrants from reaching the U.S. border. López Obrador promptly acquiesced — even as critics accused him of doing Washington’s “dirty work.”

In recent months, Mexico has dispatched troops to turn back migrants from border fences, kick them off northbound freight trains and return them to southern Mexico — often to try again.

But with the 2,000-mile border a major political issue in the United States, experts say that Mexico’s new president will continue to feel intense pressure from Washington to crack down on migrants.

Neither Sheinbaum nor Gálvez have provided much insight on how they might deal with the issue.

The bigger political challenge for the next Mexican president is how to curb rampant cartel and gang violence. Polls indicated that security is the major concern of voters in Mexico.

While murders dipped slightly in the last few years, Mexico still has one of the world’s highest homicide rates. It is five times that of the United States.

And those figure don’t include the “disappeared” — mostly victims of gang violence whose ranks have soared to more than 100,000 during López Obrador’s presidency.

A complex patchwork of criminal groups control large parts of Mexico, with many local governments in the pocket of organized crime.

“The cartels need local political allies to operate,” noted Víctor Clark Alfaro, a longtime human rights advocate in the border city of Tijuana. “There’s widespread corruption in local government.”

Mexico’s criminal justice system is largely broken. The vast majority of crimes are never solved.

López Obrador handed over many security tasks to the military — an admission that police and the civilian justice system were unable to handle the crisis. But experts say that soldiers are ill-equipped to take on civilian law enforcement.

The national election campaign only dramatized the extent of criminal reach in Mexico. At least 31 candidates were assassinated, and attacks on political figures reached record levels.

“Political stability and the future progress of the country depend on the capacity to confront and overcome this wave of political violence,” journalist Yuriria Sierra wrote in Mexico’s Excélsior newspaper.

Apart from feeling domestic pressure to reduce violence, Mexico’s next president is also likely to face amped-up demands from Washington to rein in cartels’ drug-smuggling operations — especially the trafficking of fentanyl, the synthetic opioid blamed for tens of thousands of U.S. deaths a year.

U.S. lawmakers have expressed increasing frustration with what they view as an inadequate response from the López Obrador administration, which has also limited U.S. drug agents’ access to Mexico.

“Mutual trust between the United States and Mexico has deteriorated in recent years,” said Abed of the Wilson Center. “Security cooperation has deteriorated. There is going to have to be a rebuilding of mutual trust.”

Vowing to reduce violence, Sheinbaum has spoken of policies such as expanding police and National Guard training, improving law enforcement intelligence-gathering capabilities and providing educational opportunities for youths to dissuade them from joining organized crime.

“Where should our kids be — in the street or in school?” Sheinbaum asked supporters in her campaign-closing speech on Wednesday in Mexico City’s historic Zócalo, or central square.

It sounded a lot like López Obrador’s “Hugs not bullets” strategy — attacking the root causes of crime instead of trying to take down cartel kingpins.

Gálvez, the opposition presidential hopeful, has vowed “no more hugs” for criminals. But she too has provided few specifics to back up her reassuring vows to make violence go away.

“I propose returning peace and tranquility to your families,” Gálvez told a crowd in her closing campaign rally in the northern city of Monterrey.

The near daily accounts of murders and mayhem clash with an alternative national vision: Mexico as a growing hub for international businesses keen to relocate operations from Asia or Europe to be closer to U.S. markets — a phenomenon known as near-shoring.

“Right now Mexico has a huge opportunity on its hands with the near-shoring movement, with its increased place as a trade hub in the global economy,” said Falko Ernst, a senior analyst for the International Crisis Group, a nonprofit research group.

But he said its full potential may not be realized “if you don’t find ways to contain the slide of Mexico into violent chaos.”
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[bookmark: _Toc168264581]Chinese, Jordanian, Turkish illegal immigrants caught in large numbers at southern border (FOX News)
FOX News [6/1/2024 4:28 PM, Adam Shaw and Bill Melugin, 49149K]
Over 3,500 Chinese nationals were encountered crossing the southern border illegally in May, along with hundreds of Jordanian, Turkish and Mauritanian nationals, according to Customs and Border Protection (CBP) sources who spoke to Fox News.

The vast majority (98%) were encountered in the San Diego Sector, which has emerged as a top border-crossing point, even as numbers across the border have decreased in recent months. 

While the Tucson Sector in Arizona saw the most encounters, with over 33,000 illegal encounters, San Diego was a close second with over 32,000.

In the San Diego sector, there were over 770 Jordanians, more than 670 Turkish, and over 500 Mauritanian nationals recorded crossing illegally in the sector in May, giving a glimpse into the global nature of the U.S. migrant crisis, which has expanded beyond the Western Hemisphere.

The influx of Jordanian nationals was put in the spotlight last month when two people from Jordan were arrested for attempting to breach Marine Corps Base Quantico in Virginia. One of those nationals had crossed into the U.S. illegally in April and had then been released into the interior of the U.S.

The number of Chinese nationals has increased enormously since 2021. There were 1,970 encounters in FY 2022 and over 24,000 in FY 2023, and so far there have been over 24,200 encounters so far this fiscal year.

Fox News is told that approximately 118,000 migrants crossed the U.S. illegally and were apprehended by Border Patrol in May. Over 6,300 of those were "special interest aliens" coming from countries with potential national security concerns. 

The ongoing crisis at the border threatens to be a major issue for President Biden’s re-election campaign. Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas said recently that some migrants crossing the southern border "try to game" the U.S. asylum system – a hardening of rhetoric as the crisis at the border remains a top political issue going into the November presidential election.

"The reality is that some people do indeed try to game the system," Mayorkas told CBS News. "That does not speak to everyone whom we encounter, but there is an element of it, and we deal with it accordingly."

The administration has demanded reform from Congress, including the bipartisan Senate bill. It has also pointed to 720,000 removals or returns of illegal immigrants since May 2023, more than in every full fiscal year since 2011.

Mayorkas said in the interview that a recent bipartisan border security proposal, which has failed to pick up support in the Senate, "would have equipped us with more tools to deal with those individuals who seek to game the system."

Republicans have blamed the policies of the administration, including the rollback of Trump-era policies such as wall construction, the Migrant Protection Protocols (MPP) and increased interior enforcement. They have passed their own legislation in the House that would significantly limit asylum claims and restart border wall construction and similar measures. It has not yet been taken up by the Senate.
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Reuters [5/31/2024 11:11 AM, Angeliki Koutantou and Alvise Armellini, 45791K]
Greece and Italy denied on Friday a report that said they had agreed with the United States to resettle some migrants from Latin America on their territory in an effort to discourage them from travelling to the U.S. border with Mexico.

CBS News reported on Thursday that the scheme would involve Greece and Italy welcoming a small number of migrants processed at migration offices that the U.S. administration set up last year in four Latin America countries to screen people who hope to reach the United States.

"The CBS report is untrue. There is neither an agreement nor a request from the U.S. to resettle legal immigrants in Greece," Greek Migration Minister Dimitris Kairidis wrote on X on Friday.

A source at Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni’s office called the U.S. network’s story "completely misleading" but also confirmed that Italy and the U.S. were in the early stages of discussing a very small-scale migrant exchange programme.

The U.S. would take some migrants from Libya while "some European Mediterranean states would host a few dozen" asylum seekers from Latin America, the source said, adding Italy would be expected to take "around 20" Venezuelans of Italian origin.

A separate source at the interior ministry said: "Italy would never agree to relocate hundreds of people on its territory given the already very considerable efforts it is making in terms of welcoming migrants."

Greece and Italy routinely complain that they are the European countries most exposed to Mediterranean sea arrivals. The arrivals peaked in 2015, in the wake of the civil war in Syria, but have since fallen significantly.

Both countries are run by conservative governments that have taken a hard line on immigration. Italy has clinched a deal with Albania to build processing centres for migrants that it will send back across the Adriatic Sea to its Balkan neighbour.

That accord has similarities with Britain’s plan to send asylum seekers to Rwanda in East Africa as a deterrent to further migrant journeys in small boats across the Channel from France organised by human traffickers.

U.S. President Joe Biden is expected to sign an executive order next week to curb migration along the U.S. southern border with Mexico, two sources familiar with the plans said on Thursday.
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Costa Rica News [6/2/2024 1:34 PM, Staff, 10K]
Foreign workers to fill labor shortages

These figures should be considered alongside significant labor shortages in 2021-2023. The U.S., Canada, Japan and the Eurozone countries were particularly hard hit by these shortages. In the U.S., 1.5 to 2% of companies reported difficulties in hiring during this period. While this percentage may seem low, it represents 9 to 12 million unfilled jobs in 2021-2023. At the peak of the downturn (end of 2022), almost 2% of Canadian companies faced hiring difficulties. The figure exceeds 2.5% for the euro area. Although it has gradually decreased since 2023, it is still quite high (around 1.6%). The decline is more pronounced in the US (1%) and especially in Canada, which falls below 0%.

However, companies in Japan continue to struggle with hiring. The figure has been rising since the healthcare crisis and exceeded 1.5% in early 2024. Japan faces the dual challenges of demographics and migration. However, the country prefers a slow approach to immigration (notably through work permit reform and the creation of new work visas).

Immigration policies: Divergent views among states

During his re-election campaign, Joe Biden has associated growth with immigration. Speaking May 1 at a campaign fundraiser, he asserted that immigration fosters economic development in the United States. He attributed the difficulties of China, Russia, India and Japan to their “xenophobia.”

But his comments came as a surprise, especially to Japan, a long-time ally of the United States. While Prime Minister Kishida was received with great pomp in Washington in early April, he is now being equated with US adversaries. The country reacted on May 3, calling Biden’s comments “regrettable.” The White House spokeswoman tried to smooth things over, citing the historic alliance between the two countries, but to no avail. Japan defended itself against accusations of xenophobia and justified its migration policy.

Was it a mistake?

Biden had been working to strengthen ties not only with Japan, but also with India to counter China’s expansion in the Pacific. Power dynamics remain crucial amid significant geopolitical instability. Global growth reveals deep disparities between regions.

The United States shows solid economic health (+2.5% growth in 2023). India’s +6.6% growth is enough to make many European economies envious while the eurozone stagnates. Germany, the heavyweight, struggles with only +0.2% projected growth this year. The country emerged from 2023, marked by recession (-0.3% growth). To revive growth, Germany has embarked on immigration reform. Its challenge: to attract and retain foreign talent.

What are the impacts for immigration plans?

Immigration is indispensable for countries. But what immigration policy should be adopted? While all powers agree on prioritizing economic immigration, their methods differ. Observers are closely watching Canada, a land known for its open immigration policy (albeit subject to specific criteria, such as points-based permitting). What will be the impact of the limit on the number of foreigners decided by the Immigration Ministry?

Global attention is also focused on the UK, where Prime Minister Sunak intends to welcome wealthy investors and highly skilled foreign professionals with open arms, but only to them. His recent measures (taken in April and May) make plans to move abroad even more difficult. In the meantime, we should not ignore emigration hotspots. Italy, Croatia and Eastern European countries are losing residents and failing to attract foreign professionals due to inadequate immigration policies. However, the pressing demographic challenge could prompt these states to rethink their migration policies.
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FOX News [6/2/2024 7:03 PM, Greg Wehner, 49149K]
As the White House finalizes plans for a U.S.-Mexico clampdown that would shut off asylum requests and automatically deny entrance to migrants once a threshold is met, the Biden administration has continued to allow hundreds of thousands of migrants to remain in the U.S. with what amounts to amnesty, according to a report.

A report released last month by Syracuse University’s Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse (TRAC), a nonpartisan data gathering organization that tracks immigration cases and backlogs shows that since 2022, over 350,000 asylum cases filed by migrants were closed by the U.S. government on the basis that those who filed did not have a criminal record or were not deemed a threat to the U.S.

Once cases are terminated without a decision on the merits of their asylum claim, the migrants are removed from the legal system, and they are not required to check in with authorities.

It also means the migrants can legally go anywhere they want inside the U.S. without having to worry about being deported.

The New York Post reported that a memo sent out by the Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) principal legal advisor Kerry Doyle in 2022 told agency prosecutors to dismiss cases for migrants who do not pose a threat to national security.

TRAC’s data shows that in the same year, there were 173,227 applications for asylum filed. Of those applications, immigration judges ordered 36,250 of the applicants be removed from the U.S., granted asylum to 31,859 applicants. The other 102,550 applications were reportedly dismissed or taken off the books.

In 2023, there were 248,232 asylum applications filed, of which 52,440 applicants were ordered to be removed, 43,113 were granted asylum, and 149,305 were dismissed or taken off the books.

So far in 2024, there have been 175,193 asylum applications and 113,843 applications dismissed.

The numbers are much higher than under the Trump administration, when in 2019 – before the pandemic – there were 87,018 asylum applications filed with 52,223 applicants removed from the country, 24,109 granted relief and 4,746 applications dismissed.

When cases are closed, migrants are no longer faced with deportation or removal proceedings. They are also not obligated to leave the U.S. as they are no longer being monitored by ICE.

The applicants whose cases are dismissed are able to apply for asylum again or they can seek out other forms of legal status like a family-based or employment-based visa, or even Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA).

The immigration court backlog has grown from 2.8 million at the end of Fiscal Year 2023 to nearly 3.6 million in FY 2024, with immigration judges being unable to keep up with the current flow of new cases into the system.

The number of new cases filed as well as the number of cases completed by immigration judges are both on pace to exceed all-time highs this year, the TRAC report notes, though the pace of completions will be unable to stem the growing backlog.

The president has been weighing additional executive action since the collapse of a bipartisan border bill earlier this year. The number of illegal crossings at the U.S.-Mexico border has declined for months, partly because of a stepped-up effort by Mexico. Still, immigration remains a top concern heading into the U.S. presidential election in November and Republicans are eager to hammer Biden on the issue.

The Democratic administration’s effort would aim to head off any potential spike in crossings that could occur later in the year, as the fall election draws closer, when the weather cools and numbers tend to rise. Four people familiar with Biden’s plans were not authorized to speak publicly about the ongoing discussions and spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity.

The move would allow Biden, whose administration has taken smaller steps in recent weeks to discourage migration and speed up asylum processing, to say he has done all he can do to control the border numbers without help from Congress.

The restrictions being considered are an aggressive attempt to ease the nation’s overwhelmed asylum system, along with a new effort to speed up the cases of migrants already in America and another meant to quicken processing for migrants with criminal records or those who would otherwise be eventually deemed ineligible for asylum in the United States.

The people told the AP that the administration was weighing some of the policies directly from a stalled bipartisan Senate border deal, including capping the number of encounters at an average of 4,000 per day over a week and whether that limit would include asylum-seekers coming to the border with appointments through U.S. Customs and Border Protection’s CBP One app. Right now, there are roughly 1,450 such appointments per day.
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AP [6/1/2024 1:34 PM, Joshua Goodman and Marcos Aleman, 2039K]
In 2021, the Biden administration turned down a meeting request with El Salvador’s president, Nayib Bukele, on a trip to Washington, snubbing the self-proclaimed “world’s coolest dictator” for fear a photo op would embolden his attempts to expand his power base.

A little more than three years later, it’s the United States that’s courting Bukele. A high-level delegation led by U.S. Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas, and senior White House and State Department officials, attended Bukele’s inauguration in San Salvador on Saturday to a second term.

The visit — unthinkable until recently — caps a quiet, 180-degree shift in Washington’s policy toward the small Central American nation of 6 million that reflects how the Biden administration’s criticisms of Bukele’s strong-armed governing style have been overtaken by more urgent concerns tied to immigration — a key issue in this year’s U.S. presidential election.

“They’ve realized what he’s been doing works,” Damian Merlo, an American adviser to Bukele who is registered to lobby on the Salvadoran government’s behalf, said in an interview from El Salvador. “If the U.S. is serious about wanting to address the root causes of migration, then Bukele is someone who has actually done it.”

The 42-year-old Bukele, who was reelected with 85% of the vote, has been wildly popular at home for his frontal attack on powerful gangs, which has converted what was once the world’s murder capital into one of Latin America’s safest countries. The improvement in public security is credited with a more than 60% drop in migration from the Central American country to the U.S. since Bukele took office in 2019 — a stark contrast with a growing exodus of migrants from other parts of Latin America.

“We conquered fear, and today are truly a free nation,” Bukele said in a speech Saturday to hundreds of supporters from the balcony of the National Palace after being sworn in for a second, five-year term.

Cured of what he called the “cancer” of gang violence, he said that his next term would be devoted to strengthening El Salvador’s economy, vowing to apply the same independent, unconventional approach that has characterized his rule and won him admirers from conservatives throughout Latin America.

“I’m not here to do what others think I should do. I’m here to do what’s best for our country,” he said.

Until recently, Bukele’s crackdown on the gangs — as well as political opponents — had drawn fire from Washington. A state of emergency originally declared in 2022 and still in effect has been used to round up 78,175 suspected gang members in sweeps that rights groups say are often arbitrary, based on a person’s appearance or where they live. The government has had to release about 7,000 people because of a lack of evidence.

After Biden took office, the U.S. sanctioned several of Bukele’s top aides on allegations of corruption and shifted foreign assistance from government agencies to civil society groups highly critical of Bukele.

In 2021, U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris said that Washington had “ deep concerns about El Salvador’s democracy " after lawmakers loyal to Bukele removed several Supreme Court justices that were among the last check on the president’s power. A few months later, the new justices lifted a constitutional ban on consecutive reelection, something the U.S. State Department denounced as the outcome of “a clear strategy to undermine judicial independence.”

The about-face, observers say, started a little more than a year ago when Biden sent William Duncan, a career diplomat, to San Salvador as U.S. ambassador. Then, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken met with Salvadoran Foreign Minister Alexandra Hill in Washington. Bukele, a gifted communicator who in the past praised former U.S. President Donald Trump and cozied up to China, has also avoided direct confrontation, although he still managed to ruffle feathers when he attended a conservative political gathering outside Washington earlier this year.

“Migration trumps everything else,” said Michael Shifter, a former president of Inter-American Dialogue in Washington. “The ideal Latin American partner would be effective in its security policy while respecting human rights norms and practices and cooperating with the U.S. on migration. But rarely do all these desirable things go together, which poses tough choices for U.S. policymakers.”

Shifter said that such a high-level delegation like the one in El Salvador is rarely sent to presidential inaugurations, even of the United States’ closest allies in the region. Besides Mayorkas, it includes Brian Nichols, the assistant secretary of state for the Western Hemisphere, and Daniel Erikson, Biden’s top national security adviser on Latin America. Six members of congress, including three Democrats, and Donald Trump Jr. are also attending.

“Pretty solid way to travel,” Trump Jr. said in a video posted on TikTok as he was escorted by El Salvador’s police to the inauguration ceremony. “Just promoting those who support freedom around the world.”

Mayorkas met with Bukele on the eve of his inauguration to discuss migration, public security and ways to strengthen the fight against narcotics trafficking.

“I want to express the United States’ dedication to supporting the growth and prosperity of El Salvador through continued bilateral cooperation,” Mayorkas said in a message on social media.

The U.S. State Department did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

But Ricardo Zúniga, a retired U.S. diplomat who handled migration talks with Central America in the early days of the Biden administration, said that Washington may come to regret its recent embrace of Bukele.

“Bukele will be in power for many years to come, so you need to have a working relationship,” said Zúniga, who was the principal deputy assistant secretary of state for Western Hemisphere affairs until his retirement last fall. “But you also have to be clear eyed. This is an authoritarian government ruled by a single party that is not sympathetic to U.S. strategic interests.”
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[bookmark: _Toc168264587][Argentina] Argentina’s Milei turns to an ‘anti-Milei’ to save his project (Financial Times)
Financial Times [6/3/2024 12:00 AM, Ciara Nugent, 13519K]
Libertarian economist Javier Milei rode to power on a bombastic pledge to wash away Argentina’s “corrupt” political class. Now, he has turned to a life-long member of that establishment to save his project.

Milei is approaching the six-month mark of his presidency without a single piece of legislation approved in congress. In an attempt to change that last week he fired his cabinet chief Nicolás Posse, an engineer with no political experience, and replaced him with Guillermo Francos, the interior minister.

Francos, a 74-year-old career politician, is widely seen as the polar opposite of the irascible president: calm, diplomatic, and with friends across the political spectrum. He has emerged as the top negotiator in Milei’s La Libertad Avanza (LLA), a crucial role given that the three-year-old coalition controls just 15 per cent of seats in congress, and none of the 23 powerful provincial governorships.

“The president chose me because he realises he is having trouble with Argentine politics — because he doesn’t understand it,” Francos said after his appointment.

While Milei has slashed the government deficit using his executive powers, analysts, businesses and the IMF have warned Argentina’s chronic economic crises cannot be solved without building a political consensus and securing long-term legislative change.

In an expanded role, dubbed in the media as a “super minister”, Francos will be the crucial link between the cabinet, congress and the governors. His first job will be to clear roadblocks in the senate that have stalled two economic reform bills, which aim to trim the deficit and incentivise investment.

“Right now, Milei is in a difficult moment,” said Eugenia Mitchelstein, an associate professor at Buenos Aires’ San Andrés university. “He needs a political godfather.”

Milei’s staffers privately acknowledge that the daily political grind is of little interest to the president, who has prioritised trips abroad to mix with tech leaders and speak at rightwing conferences.

His inner circle of advisers has scant experience in dealmaking with opposition leaders. Posse, a friend of Milei’s from the private sector, was a remote figure who avoided politicians and the media. Karina Milei, his sister and chief of staff, is focused on LLA’s inner workings. Santiago Caputo, Milei’s star strategist, is working to maintain the president’s popularity with voters ahead of 2025 midterm elections.

“They have realised they have a serious political deficit and they can’t get to the midterms without resolving it,” said Marcelo García, Americas director at geopolitical risk firm Horizon Engage. “They need a wheeler-dealer, someone who is comfortable in the scrum — that’s Francos.”

Born into a naval family in Buenos Aires in 1950, Francos attended a Catholic school where he was taught literature by Jorge Mario Bergoglio — now Pope Francis. He was active in student politics while studying law, and helped to launch a centre-right party after Argentina’s return to democracy in 1983. He eventually served on the capital’s city council and in congress.

But Francos has also worked closely with conservative and moderate figures from the vast Peronist movement, which has been pulled to the left under the influence of former president Cristina Fernández de Kirchner. Moderate Peronists hold critical swing votes in congress.

In 2007, he led the public bank of Buenos Aires province under Peronist governor Daniel Scioli. In 2019, Milei’s Peronist predecessor Alberto Fernández named Francos as Argentina’s representative at the Inter-American Development Bank in Washington.

Francos met Milei in 2012 when he was a director at Corporación América, the conglomerate where Milei worked for years as an economist. They stayed in close touch. According to Francos and former colleagues, he was one of the first people to recognise Milei’s political potential, despite their different styles.

In an interview with the Financial Times during last year’s campaign, Francos called himself “the other side of the Milei coin”. While Milei, an unmarried, wild-haired academic, is known for aggressive rants against adversaries, Francos, who has been married three times and has six children, has an easy charm and an even temper.

“Guillermo is an eternal optimist,” said a former colleague, who knows both men well. “If he and Javier have a disagreement with someone, Javier will probably come away furious or saying ‘conversation over.’ But Guillermo doesn’t fill with negative energy, he says ‘OK, we’ll try again’.”

As interior minister — a role that will now become a secretariat reporting to Francos — he managed the Milei government’s tense relationship with the provinces. Many governors, who hold sway over lawmakers, have opposed Milei’s agenda, while the president has slashed their funding.

A staffer for a centrist opposition governor said Francos was “trustworthy” and “a very good listener”.

“The problem is that he had a limited tool box to actually help with your problems,” they added. “In theory, that should change now.”

As cabinet chief, Francos is in charge of managing Milei’s ministers and could influence economy minister Luis Caputo — a cousin once removed of Milei’s strategist Santiago — to free up funds to ease political negotiations.

But analysts said the scale of Francos’s power will depend on the dynamic between him, Caputo and Milei. The president has signalled unwavering support for Caputo’s fiscal discipline, calling the former Wall Street trader a “rock star”.

The power balance will be further complicated by Milei’s promotion of Federico Sturzenegger, architect of the planned economic reforms, to a ministerial role.

In February, the government’s first attempt to legislate collapsed when the president abruptly withdrew his bill from the lower house floor, erasing months of negotiations led by Francos.

The stakes are higher now. As the government’s attempt to pass reforms has dragged on, a rally in Argentina’s sovereign bond prices has faltered. Investors warn a defeat would be grave for confidence in Milei’s programme.

On Wednesday, Francos and colleagues finally corralled enough support to call a vote on the bills for early June.

Mitchelstein said Milei is likely to empower his new cabinet chief to help him achieve his political goals — at least in the short term.

“As we get closer to the midterm elections next year, or if the economy improves, Francos could become less relevant,” she said.

Return to Table of Contents
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AP [6/3/2024 1:34 AM, Isabel Debre and Almudena Calatrava, 39876K]
At the base of the sacred Western Wall in Jerusalem’s Old City, President Javier Milei of Argentina appeared to be in a spiritual trance.

With head and hands pressed against the ancient stone, he prayed with the Orthodox rabbi who introduced him to Judaism three years ago. Although born and raised Roman Catholic, Milei has increasingly shown public interest in Judaism and even expressed intentions to convert.

Stepping back from the wall, Milei broke down. He hugged Rabbi Shimon Axel Wahnish close, sobbing onto his shoulder.

“In that moment, I felt proud that we have such determined leader, with such deep spiritual values,” Wahnish told The Associated Press in a recent interview, recalling their state trip to Israel in February.

For many Argentines, that pride was fraught with peril.

Breaking decades of policy precedent, Milei has gone further in his support of right-wing Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s government than perhaps any other world leader as Israel faces growing isolation over its bombardment and invasion of Gaza that has killed over 36,000 Palestinians and pushed the enclave to the brink of famine.

His posture could not stand in starker contrast to most of Latin America — where Bolivia and Colombia have severed ties with Israel and at least five regional countries, most recently Brazil, have pulled ambassadors from Tel Aviv. 

“Among great nations that should be pillars of the free world, I see indifference in some and fear in others about standing on the side of truth,” Milei told Jewish community leaders at an event last month commemorating the 81st anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising. It was a veiled swipe at Western powers — including the United States — for criticizing Israeli military conduct.

The crowd leapt to its feet in applause.

The president’s supporters insist his newfound Jewish fervor has no bearing on his foreign policy. But Milei’s infatuation with Judaism and outspoken support for Israel has generated fears and exposed fissures within Argentina’s Jewish community, among the biggest in the world, and roiled relations with its neighbors.

Argentine Jews remain deeply scarred by a pair of lethal bombings targeting Israel’s embassy in 1992 and the Argentine Jewish Mutual Association, a community center known by its Spanish acronym AMIA, in 1994. Authorities allege Iran plotted the attacks and Lebanon’s Hezbollah militant group carried them out. No one has been held responsible. Argentina’s investigation has been mired in controversy. 

“Milei has a messianic mind, and this is quite dangerous,” said Diana Malamud, whose husband was among the 85 people killed in the AMIA attack. “His policies can not only stoke conflicts at the international level ... but also generate anti-Semitism within our country.”

Milei’s curiosity about Judaism began as a kind of penitence in 2021, when he faced accusations of harboring pro-Nazi sympathies and wanted to prove in speech that he bore no animus toward Jews. He connected with Sephardic leader Rabbi Wahnish to have “a chat that was supposed to last 10 minutes and ended two hours later,” Wahnish said.

As Milei evolved from TV pundit to “anarcho-capitalist” president, Wahnish guided him through the study of Torah. Seeking common ground between his vision of radical libertarianism and the prophecy of the Old Testament, Milei’s casual interest morphed into a regular religious practice.

Wahnish, recently appointed Argentina’s ambassador to Israel, declined to comment on Milei’s conversion.

“In Judaism and Moses, Milei sees a cultural and spiritual revolution toward freedom,” Wahnish said. Since childhood, he added, Milei “felt Moses was his idol, his hero.”

Milei, who owns four clones of his dead dog Conan, has never been the most conventional occupant of Argentina’s highest office. Still, his foray into Judaism has come as a particular surprise.

On the campaign trail, Milei quoted the Torah, made multiple Brooklyn pilgrimages to the tomb of influential Hasidic leader Menachem Mendel Schneerson and sounded the shofar, the ram’s-horn trumpet blasted during the Jewish High Holy Days, to close his electoral campaign. 

Ahead of Milei’s victory, nearly 4,000 Argentine Jewish intellectuals signed a petition voicing concern over Milei’s “political use of Judaism.”

“It’s perverse ... to use the shofar, which is played during religious ceremonies, to announce himself,” said Pablo Gorodneff, secretary-general of the progressive Argentine Jewish Appeal group. “It makes me very frustrated, very sad.”

As fighting raged in Gaza, Milei flew to Israel for his first foreign visit and praised Netanyahu without reservation. Following in the footsteps of former U.S. President Donald Trump, he pledged to move Argentina’s Embassy from a beachfront bastion near Tel Aviv to the contested capital of Jerusalem — aggravating an emotional issue at the heart of the conflict. Netanyahu called Milei “a great friend.” Hamas called him “a partner of the Zionist occupier.”

Last month, Milei’s government upended Argentina’s traditional recognition of Palestinian statehood, joining the U.S. and Israel to vote against Palestinian membership at the U.N.

His foreign policy shift has thrilled Jewish community leaders, but also left them on edge.

“If Milei’s supposed defense of Israel is an attack on Palestinian rights, it puts the Jewish community in Argentina at risk,” said Héctor Shalom, director of Argentina’s Anne Frank Center. “The decades of impunity for past attacks show our vulnerability.”

The 1994 bombing, Argentina’s most notorious cold case, still spreads unease. After Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack, the mood in the Jewish community went from worried to alarmed.

Jewish high schools requested that students stop wearing their uniforms, so as not to identify as Jewish. Authorities jacked up security at synagogues. Two bomb scares emptied out the AMIA building.

“Security levels have always been high but now there is a much greater sensitivity,” said Amos Linetzky, head of AMIA.

Government officials have also grown anxious, lashing out at Iran and warning that the Israel-Hamas war has stoked the embers of Islamic militancy and blown them all the way to Latin America.

Upon news of the first Iranian assault on Israeli territory April 14, local media reported Milei’s pro-Israel stance had made him a target. He cut his state visit to Denmark short and flew home to convene a crisis committee alongside the Israeli ambassador.

Milei’s hardline security minister, Patricia Bullrich, singled out left-wing neighbors Bolivia and Chile as Islamist hotbeds, ordering reinforcements to Argentina’s northern border.

“We are on high alert,” Bullrich said, alleging that Bolivia — which last year struck a defense agreement with Iran — teems with Iranian Revolutionary Guard operatives. “Politically correct messages like calling for peace are not Argentina’s position.”

Without providing evidence, Bullrich also claimed that Chile — home to the largest Palestinian population outside the Arab world — hosts Hezbollah.

The accusations, decried as baseless by Bolivia and Chile, prompted both governments to pull their ambassadors from Buenos Aires.

On Saturday, the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, a 57-member group describing itself as “the collective voice of the Muslim world,” issued a furious denunciation of what it described as Milei’s anti-Islamic rhetoric.

For years, U.S. and Argentine intelligence services have subjected the Triple Frontier, where Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay meet, to intense surveillance, scouring the large population of Lebanese and Syrian immigrants for Islamist sympathies.

“One of the things I don’t think gets enough attention is how long Hezbollah has had a presence in our hemisphere,” Senator Marco Rubio, Republican of Florida, told a Senate Foreign Relations Committee this spring.

Washington claims Hezbollah funds its activities through drug traffickers in the area. The U.S. Treasury has sanctioned dozens of individuals in South America over alleged ties to Hezbollah, most recently last fall. Authorities have reported thwarting attacks, with Israel’s Mossad spy agency helping Brazil arrest alleged Hezbollah recruits last November.

Hezbollah denies running operations in the region.

“What would Hezbollah want with Latin America?” the group’s spokesperson, Rana Sahili, asked the AP. She accused Milei of playing loose with facts to score points in a “political game.”

Experts say the true threat lies somewhere in the middle.

“Some say Hezbollah’s presence in Latin America is a complete fabrication, while others say the group uses the region as a base and we’re doomed,” said Fernando Brancoli at the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro in Brazil.

“Neither is correct.”
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[bookmark: _Toc168264589][Brazil] Pride revelers in Sao Paulo reclaim Brazil’s national symbols (AP)
AP [6/2/2024 8:57 PM, Staff, 39876K]
The iconic yellow and green of Brazil’s flag mixed with a sea of rainbow-colored tutus, hand fans and drag queen hairdos at Sunday’s LGBTQ+ pride parade in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

[Editorial note: consult video at source link]
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[bookmark: _Toc168264590][Brazil] Brazil already exceeds worst-case forecast for dengue cases this year (Financial Times)
Financial Times [6/2/2024 12:00 AM, Bryan Harris, 13519K]
Brazil has surpassed its worst-case forecast for dengue cases this year, registering a record 5.5mn infections as health officials and scientists warn that climate change will fuel the global spread of the mosquito-borne virus.

The surge is being driven by hotter weather and the El Niño warming phenomenon in the Pacific Ocean, which have affected the Latin America’s most populous nation for much of the past year, with health experts warning that higher global temperatures will make dengue epidemics more common.

In January, the health ministry warned the number of dengue cases could, in the most extreme scenario, reach 5mn this year. Its average projection was for 3mn cases. Multiple states have introduced emergency measures and vaccination programmes.

The 5.5mn cases registered by this week mark a 240 per cent jump from the 1.6mn recorded in 2023. Last year’s total was already one of the highest levels on record.

To date this year Brazilian health authorities have reported 3,200 confirmed deaths from dengue, which can cause high fever, muscle pain and internal bleeding. A further 2,700 deaths are being investigated. Brazil’s Federal District, which includes the national capital Brasília, has the highest rate of infections.

The dengue virus is transmitted by the Aedes aegypti mosquito, which thrives in pools of stagnant water. Chikungunya, another mosquito-borne disease which is present in Brazil, provokes similar symptoms to dengue but is caused by a different virus.

The World Health Organization has described dengue as a “substantial public health challenge”, noting a “10-fold surge” in worldwide reported cases from 500,000 a year to 5.2mn between 2000 and 2019.

Scientists and medical experts say the surge in cases is being fuelled by higher temperatures linked to climate change and that countries around the world can expect dengue outbreaks in the future. Late last year the WHO warned that there had been reports of indigenous cases in many southern European countries.

“We used to have five days of anomalous heat [during the summer]. Now there are 20 or 30 days,” said Christovam Barcellos, a researcher at the Oswaldo Cruz Foundation, referring to Brazil’s central regions.

“This triggers the dengue transmission process, both because of the [spread of the] mosquito and because of the movement of people.”

Felipe Naveca, another researcher at the foundation, said the increase in temperature aided the rapid maturation of virus-carrying mosquitoes, while shifts in rainfall patterns caused by climate change could increase the availability of breeding sites.

The dengue virus has four serotypes — or variations — and infection by one does not create immunity from the others. Health officials have said the current predominant serotype is type 2, against which the Brazilian population is less immunised.

Following the surge in cases in the first five months of this year — Brazil’s summer runs from late December to late March — the epidemic has shown signs of slowing down as temperatures cool.

At a press conference this month, Ethel Maciel, the health surveillance secretary at the health ministry, said the growth in cases was no longer “expressive [but] we still need to remain on alert”.

Maciel added that she expected case numbers to begin to rise again at the end of the year.
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[bookmark: _Toc168264591][Canada] Canada Economy Grew 1.7% in First Quarter, Missing Forecasts (Bloomberg)
Bloomberg [5/31/2024 10:16 AM, Randy Thanthong-Knight, 2038K]
The Canadian economy expanded less than expected in the first quarter, with weak inventory growth offsetting strong consumption gains, prompting traders to boost bets on the Bank of Canada cutting rates as early as next week.

Gross domestic product in the first quarter expanded at a 1.7% annualized pace, Statistics Canada reported Friday in Ottawa. That’s slower than a Bloomberg survey median estimate of 2.2% and the Bank of Canada’s forecast of 2.8%.

The statistics agency also downwardly revised fourth-quarter growth to 0.1% from 1%. While March economic output was flat, matching economist expectations, the statistics agency’s preliminary data suggest output in April rose 0.3%.

Traders in overnight markets put the odds of a rate cut at next week’s meeting at about three quarters, from two-thirds the day before. Bonds rallied and the yield on the Canadian government two-year note fell 11 basis points on the day.

This is the last key economic data release before the Bank of Canada’s rate decision next Wednesday. The majority of economists in a Bloomberg survey expect policymakers to cut their key policy rate by 25 basis points at that meeting, marking the start of an easing cycle after keeping the rate at 5% since July last year.

Governor Tiff Macklem and his officials are closely watching the balance between supply and demand in the economy as a key indicator of underlying price pressures. Friday’s report may raise concerns among less dovish officials that the economy may not have cooled enough to maintain downward pressure on price gains.

Economists reacting to the release broadly argued that it supported a June rate cut, but uncertainty remained about how a cautious Bank of Canada would respond. Resilient household spending and momentum heading into the second quarter may prompt policymakers to wait for more data.

“The market is coming on board with a cut on Wednesday, but the conviction is not there. It’s the same for me,” Charles St-Arnaud, chief economist at Alberta Central, said in an email.

“The data support a cut, but will the Bank of Canada have the courage to do it just yet or would they rather wait to be 200% confident?”

The headline numbers likely overstate the weakness in Canada’s economy, but the data confirm the bank needs to cut rates next week, Royce Mendes, director of macro strategy at Desjardins Securities, wrote to investors.

The GDP miss “came from the volatile inventories category,” he pointed out. “As a result, final domestic demand, a better gauge of underlying momentum, still advanced a heady 2.9% in the first quarter. That’s obviously better news than in previous quarters, but is being aided by the growing population.”

First-quarter output landing more than one percentage point below the central bank’s estimate points to an even wider output gap than previously thought, said Benjamin Reitzes, rates and macro strategist at Bank of Montreal.

“There’s nothing holding the Bank of Canada back from cutting rates next week. It’s never a sure thing with the Bank of Canada, but they should be cutting,” he said in an email.

James Orlando, senior economist with Toronto Dominion Bank, stood by his expectation of a July rate cut. The central bank has made efforts to boost transparency and forward guidance, he wrote to investors.

“We expect the Bank of Canada will hold rates steady next week and use the meeting to tee up a rate cut in July. That said, expect fireworks as the Bank of Canada could go either way with this one.”

The GDP release “killed the economic reacceleration argument” in favor of holding rates next week, said Simon Harvey, head of FX analysis at Monex Canada, in a report to investors.

“Not only has first-quarter growth undershot the Bank of Canada’s forecasts of both actual and potential growth, but it has done so against a much weaker base as fourth-quarter GDP was significantly revised lower.”

Monthly GDP figures showed that momentum faded after a strong start to the year that was driven by the end of labor strikes and mild winter weather, pointed out Katherine Judge, economist with the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce.

In the first quarter, household spending on services rose, primarily driven telecommunications, rent and air transport. Household spending on goods also edged up, with higher expenditures on new trucks, vans and sport utility vehicles.

Housing investment also increased, with Ontario, British Columbia and Quebec recording the largest volume increases in resales while prices in these provinces fell.

Business capital investment grew, led by spending on engineering, mainly within the oil and gas sector. But there were widespread slowdowns in business investment in inventories, with accumulations easing in most industries, led by retail motor vehicles.

Compensation of employees rose and household savings reached the highest rate since early 2022 as gains in disposable income outweighed increases in nominal consumption expenditure. Corporate income fell.

According to preliminary data, manufacturing, oil and gas extraction and wholesale trade led the increases in April. All three of these industries, however, contracted in March.

The report was published at the same time as the Federal Reserve’s preferred measure of underlying US inflation, which moderated in April.
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[bookmark: _Toc168264592][Chile] Chile President Gabriel Boric lays out plans to legalize abortion and euthanasia (Bloomberg)
Bloomberg [6/1/2024 7:22 PM, Matthew Malinowski, 5748K]
Chile President Gabriel Boric said he will introduce a bill to fully legalize abortion and will also accelerate debate on a euthanasia proposal, two plans that face an uphill battle for approval in a divided Congress.

The government will submit legislation on abortion in the second half of this year, Boric said in his annual State of the Nation address given Saturday in Chile’s Congress. The administration will also apply “urgency” to an existing bill on assisted death, he said, thus granting it priority status.

“As president, I am convinced of the need for a democratic debate on the topic of sexual and reproductive rights,” Boric said, prompting a burst of cheers while, at the same time, some lawmakers left the session in protest.

Stakes are high as the former student protest leader moves to rally support with headwinds growing for the approval of his main proposals. Boric has gotten some good news in recent weeks as economic growth forecasts rose while a report showed homicides fell last year. Still, those developments have failed to boost his low approval levels and spur agreements over crucial matters including pensions before political attention shifts to October’s local elections.

Only 30% of the population backs the leftist president, a figure that’s little changed from a year ago, according to a Cadem poll published this week. While voters recognize Boric for promoting gender equality and protecting the environment, they cite crime and clandestine migration as top problems.

“Chilean women deserve their right to decide,” Boric said on abortion in the nationally-televised address, quipping that he wasn’t surprised to see male lawmakers leave the room when he made the announcement.

Women in Chile can currently terminate a pregnancy in cases of rape, when the mother’s life is in danger or if the fetus won’t survive outside the womb.

Our Adversary

In recent weeks, the government has moved to expedite debate on key proposals in Congress. It negotiated a set of economic and public security bills for a fast track, granting them legislative priority in coming weeks.

Last month, the executive branch also applied “utmost urgency” to its pension reform proposal, meaning in theory that the Senate would vote on it within 15 days. Still, that decision sparked outcry from opposition lawmakers who had just agreed to a weeks-long time-frame to review aspects of the bill.

On Saturday, Boric said the government will present bills on income tax reform in the near-term and on collective bargaining by the end of the year. The administration will also expand jails nationwide, modernize police training and increase the number of law enforcement officers on the streets.

“Violence is our adversary,” Boric said.

In September, the government will propose a new financing system that will replace its main student loan program, known as the Credit with State Endorsement (CAE), Boric said. He added that Chile will apply to host the 2036 Olympic Games.

Difficult Times

In May, Boric’s administration raised its 2024 economic growth forecast to 2.7% from 2.5% on stronger-than-expected activity across sectors at the start of the year and higher prices for copper, the nation’s top export. Analysts surveyed by the central bank have lifted their estimates to 2.5% from 1.7% in February.

At the same time, the central bank is extending a cycle of interest rate cuts that have slashed borrowing costs by 5.25 percentage points since last July. The institution sees inflation at the 3% target next year.

“The most difficult times for the economy are over,” Boric said. “We beat inflation, we put our fiscal accounts in order, we worked out the divisions that arose during the constitutional process, foreign direct investment is rising and the world needs our copper, lithium and fruit.”

“Therefore, I tell you all that we have many reasons to look at the immediate future with renewed hope,” he said.
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[bookmark: _Toc168264593][El Salvador] El Salvador says it foiled a plot to plant bombs on the day of President Bukele’s inauguration (AP)
AP [5/31/2024 12:50 PM, Staff, 39876K]
El Salvador said authorities have broken up a plot to plant bombs around the country to coincide with President Nayib Bukele’s inauguration on Saturday.

The country’s National Police said the plot involved “veterans” of the country’s 1980-1992 civil war, an apparent reference to former leftist guerillas.

Police posted photos of small cylinders of explosives with fuses and sacks of ammonium nitrate on the force’s social media accounts. It said the explosives had been seized in raids, and that the plot supposedly was going to target gasoline stations, supermarkets and government buildings.

It said some of the explosives were found in a raid on a former rebel stronghold, Guazapa, on the outskirts of San Salvador, the capital.

Police blamed a shadowy force it called the “Salvadoran Insurrection Brigade” for the plot, and former congressman José Santos Melara of the leftist FMLN party — formed by former guerrillas — had been detained and was “the one who financed these plans.”

Melara is the leader of the national association of FMLN Veterans of the war. At least seven other suspects were also detained.

The Block of Popular Resistance and Rebellion — known as the BPR for its initials in Spanish — issued a statement saying Melara’s arrest “is arbitrary and is an act of political persecution.”

The group demanded his release, and said “we do not recognize the unconstitutional and illegitimate president who will take office on June 1.” It said it would “start an new stage of struggle in the face of Bukele’s imposition as president.”

In February, the highly popular Bukele easily won a second term in his country’s presidential elections, despite the country’s constitution prohibiting reelection.

He has sparked criticism for his anti-gang raids and mass arrests, but the supposed bomb plot may have involved the terms of the 1992 peace accords that ended the civil war and guaranteed former rebels a place in politics.

Bukele has made some moves that critics say endanger the Central American nation’s fragile democracy, which was restored after the brutal civil war.

In addition to going after critics and locking up 1% of his country’s population in his gang crackdown, the leader last year also approved reforms slashing the number of seats in Congress, effectively weighting upcoming elections in his party’s favor.

While it has involved allegations of abuse and unjust imprisonment, the gang crackdown has made Bukele popular; the country’s street gangs once essentially ruled many neighborhoods with brutality, killing and extorting money from almost everyone.

Bukele not only won reelection. His party also won a super majority in Congress, effectively allowing him to rule with few checks on his power.

Return to Table of Contents
[bookmark: _Toc168264594][El Salvador] El Salvador’s Bukele starts second term, promises “medicine” to cure the economy (Reuters)
Reuters [6/1/2024 10:51 AM, Nelson Renteria, 45791K]
El Salvador’s President Nayib Bukele took office on Saturday for a second term pledging to cure the "illnesses" of the Central American country by prescribing his medicine to fix the economy, following his successful treatment to cure the "cancer of the gangs" during his first five years in office.

The 42-year-old former nightclub manager was reelected in a landslide victory with more than 80% of the vote in February, following a court decision that paved the way for his re-election even though the country’s constitution prohibits it.

"Salvadorean society is still sick but it no longer has cancer," Bukele told the crowd from the balcony of the National Palace in the capital San Salvador. The cancer referred to criminal gangs that once made the country one of the world’s deadliest to live in, but have been brought under control through mass arrests during his leadership.

"Now that we have fixed the most urgent thing, which was security, we are going to focus on the important problems, starting with the economy," said the president who faces fresh challenges to rejuvenate a stagnant economy and tackle poverty. Bukele added that his "prescription is working."

Saturday’s swearing in ceremony took place amid security concerns after police said they had thwarted a bomb threat.

Seven people were arrested for plotting to detonate explosives at locations across the country, police said on Thursday, adding that the suspects were part of the so-called Salvadoran Insurrection Brigade.

Among the attendees at the ceremony was Argentina’s libertarian President Javier Milei and Donald Trump Jr, the son of former U.S. President Donald Trump, who arrived in El Salvador on Friday. His father earlier this week became the first former U.S. president to be convicted of a felony.

Bukele, who is of Palestinian descent, won re-election in February after garnering massive popularity in his first term for transforming security in the country of 6.3 million people that was once one of the world’s most dangerous.

Authorities under his watch have suspended civil liberties to arrest more than 80,000 Salvadorans without charge which has drawn criticism from human rights groups but won him a devoted following domestically and across the region for bringing safety to the streets.

With safer neighborhoods, public concern has now turned to the economy which will likely be Bukele’s biggest challenge in his second term. More than a quarter of Salvadorans live in poverty and unemployment is on the rise.

The president’s highly publicized plans for Bitcoin City, a tax-free crypto haven powered by geothermal energy from a volcano, have failed to gain momentum and private investment has tumbled. El Salvador’s public debt meanwhile has skyrocketed on Bukele’s watch to more than $30 billion, or 84% of the country’s gross domestic product.

Economists said the government faced a difficult balancing act to reduce national debt without cutting much-needed social benefits to the country’s poorest. "They could end up generating a critical situation for women and households in rural areas," economist Julia Evelyn Martínez based in San Salvador said.
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[bookmark: _Toc168264595][Grenada] Grenada demands Bank of England pay slavery reparations (The Telegraph)
The Telegraph [5/31/2024 4:48 PM, Craig Simpson, 28080K]
Grenada has demanded that the Bank of England pay slavery reparations for its ownership of plantations.

The government of the Caribbean nation has delivered a letter to Andrew Bailey, the Bank’s governor, calling on the institution to atone for its “enslavement of Africans”.

Grenada’s cabinet has insisted that the Bank of England begin negotiating reparations for its involvement in the “atrocious” slave trade.

The Bank owned two plantations and almost 600 slaves on the island in the 18th century.

The appeal to the Bank comes as former Caribbean colonies aim to pivot to seeking reparations from institutions involved in slavery, rather than the UK Government, which has refused to make payments.

A letter received by Mr Bailey and seen by The Telegraph states: “The Government of Grenada calls upon the Bank of England to make Reparations to Grenada on account of the direct involvement of the Bank of England in the 1780s in the enslavement of Africans and their descendants in Grenada.”
‘Immeasurable suffering’ 

It continues, stating that “the enslavement of Africans in Caribbean colonies including Grenada was atrocious”, adding: “The work regime, punishments inflicted both physically and psychologically, and the immeasurable suffering endured have multiplier effects on our current populations of African descent.”

Arley Gill, a lawyer who heads Grenada’s National Reparations Commission, a body which steers policy on seeking reparatory justice for the slave trade, said: “The Bank of England have done all the research, they have had an exhibition demonstrating to the world their involvement and profiteering from the crime against humanity that is slavery. We urge them to do the proper thing and to have a discussion with us on how they they can repair the harm they caused

“They have financed the slave trade and slavery in many instances, in this case they owned slaves and plantations and were directly involved. They can only do the right thing now by committing to making repairs to the harm which was caused.

“We look forward to the Bank’s substantive response to our proposal.”

Grenada was a British colony from 1763 until independence in 1974, and in recent years its dedicated National Reparations Commission has become an advocate for Britain to atone for the exploitation of slave labour on the island.

Grenada’s current government, under the leadership of Dickon Mitchell, as prime minister, has requested that the Bank of England make reparations, and enter talks over the nature and scale of this compensation.

No figure has been given for the sum Grenada may seek from the Bank.

The reparations demanded will be in line with those set out in the Caricom (Caribbean Community) 10 Point Plan for Reparatory Justice, which range from formal apologies, to financial payments, the provision of education programmes, and debt cancellation.

The government has requested that the Bank send representatives to meet with Grenadian delegates to form a joint committee, which will outline a reparations package by the end of August.

Grenada’s government claims that not only was the Bank involved in financing slave-trading activities in general, but also that it had specific interests on the island.

In the 1780s, the Bank loaned money to slave owners with interests in the Chemin and Bancolet plantations in Grenada.

They defaulted on their payments, and their shares in the plantations and the attached slaves passed to the Bank of England, which then bought up further shares and took overall control of the properties, and 600 slaves.

The Bank has apologised for its Caribbean dealings, which were reflected in a recent exhibition in its London museum space titled Slavery & the Bank.

The formal demand that the Bank of England address its profiteering from slavery has been received by officials at the institution, but it is understood that they must now consult with the UK Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office before responding.

Grenada has been at the forefront of efforts to secure reparations for the 15 member states of Caricom, which functions in a similar manner to the European Union.

Laura Trevelyan, the former BBC presenter, aided the cause by offering £100,000 of her own money to atone for her ancestors’ ownership of slaves on the island.

Grenada has seized on this model of individual reparations to seek payments from institutions once involved in slavery, who may have leeway to offer negotiations, rather than governments that have refused to bow to Caribbean demands.

A Bank of England spokesman said: “We have received the letter and confirmed that, while there can be no doubt that the slave trade was an appalling aspect of British history, our position remains in line with that of the UK government, which has no plans to pay reparations.

“The most effective way to respond to the wrongs of the past is to ensure current and future generations learn lessons from history and work together to tackle today’s challenges.”
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[bookmark: _Toc168264596][Honduras] Honduras declares health emergency as Central America starts peak dengue season (CNN)
CNN [6/1/2024 10:58 AM, Michael Rios, 20328K]
Honduras has declared a national health emergency after reporting a rise in hospitalizations and deaths from dengue, the health ministry announced on Friday. 

The government has instructed health officials to take all necessary actions, including applying prevention and control measures and identifying funds to manage the outbreak.

The Honduran health ministry has reported 23,037 suspected cases of dengue in the first 20 weeks of the year. That’s one of the highest totals in the Americas, according to data collected by the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO).

The entire region has already reported more than 8.65 million cases in the first five months of 2024 – almost twice as many as the more than 4.5 million cases reported in all of 2023, which was a record at the time.

The southern cone of the Americas has accounted for most of the cases in the first half of 2024, with Brazil registering 7.2 million alone. But now, the southern region is seeing a significant decrease in infections, while Central America and the Caribbean are starting to enter their peak dengue seasons, according to PAHO. 

“Honduras has entered the epidemic zone due to the increase in cases in all departments of the country, as well as the number of patient admissions in all hospitals in the country due to this disease,” the Honduran health ministry said Friday. 

Honduras has reported the second-most cases in the Central American Isthmus and Mexico Subregion this year, trailing only Mexico, which has counted more than 69,000.

PAHO and the World Health Organization recommend that countries in those areas “adopt the necessary measures to prepare the response to the increase in dengue, including the organization of health services to ensure adequate clinical management, prevention of complications, and avoid saturation of specialized care services.”

Dengue is a mosquito-borne virus that is spread mainly through the Aedes aegypti mosquito, also known to carry several other viruses, such as yellow fever, chikungunya, and Zika, according to the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). It causes flu-like symptoms and can lead to death in extreme cases.
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[bookmark: _Toc168264597][Mexico] Claudia Sheinbaum Makes History, as First Woman Elected to Lead Mexico (New York Times)
New York Times [6/2/2024 8:55 AM, Natalie Kitroeff, Simon Romero and Emiliano Rodriguez Mega, 810K]
Claudia Sheinbaum, a climate scientist and former mayor of Mexico City, won her nation’s elections on Sunday in a landslide victory that brought a double milestone: She became the first woman, and the first Jewish person, to be elected president of Mexico.

Early results indicated that Ms. Sheinbaum, 61, prevailed in what the authorities called the largest election in Mexico’s history, with the highest number of voters taking part and the most seats up for grabs.

It was a landmark vote that saw not one, but two, women vying to lead one of the hemisphere’s biggest nations. And it will put a Jewish leader at the helm of one of the world’s largest predominantly Catholic countries.

Ms. Sheinbaum, a leftist, campaigned on a vow to continue the legacy of Mexico’s current president and her mentor, Andrés Manuel López Obrador, which delighted their party’s base — and raised alarm among detractors. The election was seen by many as a referendum on his leadership, and her victory was a clear vote of confidence in Mr. López Obrador and the party he started.

Mr. López Obrador has completely reshaped Mexican politics. During his tenure, millions of Mexicans were lifted out of poverty and the minimum wage doubled. But he has also been a deeply polarizing president, criticized for failing to control rampant cartel violence, for hobbling the nation’s health system and for persistently undercutting democratic institutions.

Still, Mr. López Obrador remains widely popular and his enduring appeal propelled his chosen successor. And for all the challenges facing the country, the opposition was unable to persuade Mexicans that their candidate was a better option.

“We love her, we want her to work like Obrador,” Gloria Maria Rodríguez, 78, from Tabasco, said of Ms. Sheinbaum. “We want a president like Obrador.”

Ms. Sheinbaum won with at least 58 percent of the vote, according to preliminary results, which showed her at least 29 points ahead of her closest competitor, Xóchitl Gálvez, an entrepreneur and former senator on a ticket with a coalition of opposition parties.

If early returns hold, Ms. Sheinbaum will have captured a broader share of the vote than any candidate in decades.

Speaking to supporters early Monday, Ms. Sheinbaum vowed to work on behalf of all Mexicans, reaffirmed her party’s commitment to democracy and celebrated her groundbreaking ascension to the nation’s highest office.

“For the first time in 200 years of the republic, I will become the first female president of Mexico,” she said. “And as I have said on other occasions, I do not arrive alone. We all arrived, with our heroines who gave us our homeland, with our ancestors, our mothers, our daughters and our granddaughters.”

Ms. Sheinbaum said she received calls from Ms. Gálvez and the third-place candidate, Jorge Álvarez Máynez, to congratulate her on the victory. Shortly after Ms. Sheinbaum’s speech, Ms. Gálvez told supporters that the early returns were “not favorable to my candidacy,” and “irreversible,” noting that she had just communicated with Ms. Sheinbaum.

Ms. Gálvez had said in an interview days before the vote on Sunday that “an anti-system vote” against Mr. López Obrador could help propel her to victory. In reality, it appeared that many Mexicans still associate the parties backing her with a system they see as inept and corrupt.

“Xóchitl Gálvez has been unable to represent change because the parties backing her embody the establishment,” said Carlos Bravo Regidor, a political analyst based in Mexico City. “Most Mexicans want a continuity of the change brought by López Obrador.”

Many voters seemed to endorse Ms. Sheinbaum as an agent of institutionalizing the changes brought about by her mentor. “We need to bring about more change to the country,” said Evelyn Román, 21, a chemical engineering student in Mexico City who supports Ms. Sheinbaum. “We did notice the progress in these six years.”

Ms. Sheinbaum’s experience is ample: She has a Ph.D in energy engineering, participated in a United Nations panel of climate scientists awarded a Nobel Peace Prize and governed the capital, one of the largest cities in the hemisphere.

Known as a demanding boss with a reserved demeanor, Ms. Sheinbaum has risen through the ranks by aligning herself completely with Mr. López Obrador, who built an entire political party around his outsize personality. During the campaign, she backed many of his most contentious policies, including a slate of constitutional changes that critics say would severely undermine democratic checks and balances.

As a result, the president-elect battled the perception among many Mexicans that she will be little more than a pawn of her mentor.

“There’s this idea, because a lot of columnists say it, that I don’t have a personality,” Ms. Sheinbaum complained to reporters earlier this year. “That President Andrés Manuel López Obrador tells me what to do, that when I get to the presidency, he’s going to be calling me on the phone every day.”

Even with the broad mandate voters granted her, she faces significant challenges when she takes office in October.

Mr. López Obrador benefited “from the invincible popularity that comes from being a very charismatic leader — something that Claudia is not,” said Paula Sofía Vásquez, a political analyst based in Mexico City.

Cartel violence continues to torment the country, displacing people en masse and fueling one of the deadliest campaign cycles in recent Mexican history, with more than 36 people vying for public office killed since last summer.

Carlos Ortiz, 57, a municipal official working for the Iztapalapa borough in Mexico City, said that such bloodshed compelled him to vote against Ms. Sheinbaum.

“I want everything to change,” Mr. Ortiz said, recalling the dozens of aspirants for public office killed in recent months. “I don’t want a country on fire anymore.”

Mr. López Obrador has directed government attention to addressing the drivers of crime instead of waging war on the criminal groups, a strategy he called “hugs not bullets.” Homicides declined modestly but remain near record levels, and reports of missing people have spiked. Insecurity was a top concern for voters.

Ms. Sheinbaum has said she would continue his focus on social causes of the violence, while also working to lower rates of impunity and building up the national guard.

On the economy, the opportunities are clear: Mexico is now the largest trading partner of the United States, benefiting from a recent shift in manufacturing away from China. The currency is so strong it’s been labeled the “super peso.”

But there are also problems simmering. The federal deficit ballooned to around 6 percent this year, and Pemex, the national oil company, is operating under a mountain of debt, straining public finances.

“The fiscal risk we’re facing at the moment is something we haven’t seen for decades,” said Mariana Campos, director of Mexico Evaluates, a public policy research group.

It’s unclear how Ms. Sheinbaum would make good on a range of campaign promises — from building public schools and new health clinics to expanding social welfare programs — given the current state of public finances.

“The problem I see is that a lot of proposals are oriented toward spending and there is nowhere to get the money from,” said Ms. Vásquez, the political analyst.

Another challenge involves the broad new responsibilities granted to the armed forces, which have been tasked with running ports and airports, running an airline, and building a railroad through the Mayan jungle. Ms. Sheinbaum has said “there is no militarization” of the country, while suggesting she’s open to re-evaluating the military’s involvement in public enterprises.

Beyond the domestic strains, Ms. Sheinbaum’s destiny will be intertwined with the outcome of the presidential election in the United States.

A re-election victory for President Biden would provide continuity, but a return of Donald J. Trump to the White House would likely be far less predictable. Mr. Trump’s plans to round up undocumented people on a vast scale and deport them to their home countries could target millions of Mexicans living in the United States. He has already threatened to slap 100 percent tariffs on Chinese cars made in Mexico.

Then there’s the festering issue of fentanyl, which cartels produce in Mexico using chemicals imported from China, the U.S. government says. Mr. Trump has suggested taking military action to combat the fentanyl trade.

Ms. Sheinbaum has said Mexico would have “good relations” with either Mr. Trump or Mr. Biden as president, and her campaign team has said it will continue to work to contain flows of migrants.

But handling such pressure from Washington, even in the form of incendiary campaign rhetoric, could prove complicated.

Voters expressed faith in Ms. Sheinbaum’s ability to deal with such challenges. Daniela Mendoza, 40, a psychologist who lives in Villahermosa, in Tabasco state, said she had long supported Mr. López Obrador, including during his previously unsuccessful bids to win the presidency.

Pleased with his social welfare programs, Ms. Mendoza voted for Ms. Sheinbaum.

“Claudia follows that line, perhaps with better ideas,” Ms. Mendoza said. “And having the first woman president in the country is an accomplishment.”
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Claudia Sheinbaum was projected to win the presidential race in a landslide victory, which was a vote of confidence to continue the leftist policies of her predecessor, Andrés Manuel López Obrador.

[Editorial note consult video at source link]
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Claudia Sheinbaum was elected Mexico’s first female president in a landslide on Sunday, an official quick-count of votes showed, cementing the dominance of the left-leaning Morena movement that over the past six years has upended the country’s political establishment.

Her victory stunned an opposition that’s expressed fear about the weakening of the country’s democratic institutions.

The former Mexico City mayor led with 58 percent of the vote, according to the count released by the National Electoral Institute. Her triumph ensures another six years in power for Morena, founded 13 years ago by President Andrés Manuel López Obrador, a charismatic leader who has emphasized helping the poor.

Her top rival, Xóchitl Gálvez, a pro-business tech entrepreneur with Indigenous origins, finished in second place with around 27 percent.

Sheinbaum, 61, an engineering professor and protégée of López Obrador, campaigned on promises to continue his governing program.

López Obrador, who is constitutionally limited to one term, is one of Latin America’s most popular leaders. But he has been criticized for concentrating power and giving the military a growing role in the economy and public security.

Gálvez, 61, represented a coalition of traditional parties that have struggled to counter the Morena juggernaut.

The election in the United States’ most populous neighbor has important implications. Mexico is the No. 1 U.S. trading partner, and key sectors of the countries’ economies — from auto manufacturing to the cultivation of berries and avocados — are intertwined. Mexico is also a crucial funnel for migrants and drugs such as fentanyl and cocaine bound for the U.S. border.

Thousands of people poured into the Zocalo, Mexico City’s main plaza, as exit polls pointed to Sheinbaum’s victory, chanting “Presidenta! Presidenta!” — the feminine version of a noun that’s always been masculine.

“After 200 years of our Republic, today we have a female president,” tweeted Carlos Pérez Ricart, a political scientist sympathetic to the Morena party. “And she’s a scientist. She’s a grandmother. She’s from the left. And she’s called Claudia.”

Gálvez had blasted López Obrador for weakening institutions such as the federal electoral agency and for eroding checks and balances.

On Sunday morning, José Carlos Ramírez, 60, a Mexico City lawyer, said he was voting for Gálvez. “We have to defend democracy,” he said. “I don’t want an authoritarian government.”

Sheinbaum promised to expand the social programs created by López Obrador. She pledged to maintain the North American free-trade treaty when it comes up for renegotiation in 2026, but said the economic changes of recent decades have created “starvation wages.”

Rogelio Librado Galicia, 45, a Mexico City engineer, voted for Sheinbaum. “I’m not saying this government doesn’t rob,” he said. “They all rob. But they’ve distributed money to the poor, unlike other parties that just steal for themselves.”

Voters on Sunday also chose 500 federal deputies and 128 senators, the mayor of Mexico City, eight governors and more than 20,000 officials at the state and local level.

Mexico will have a female president before the U.S.

It was long clear that Mexico would elect its first female president. The lone man in the race — Jorge Álvarez Máynez, 38, from the small, center-left Citizens’ Movement party — trailed far behind with 10 percent, the quick count showed.

Women in this traditionally macho country didn’t win the right to vote until 1953, three decades after their American counterparts. But with the adoption of gender quotas and a gender-parity law during Mexico’s transition from a one-party state to democracy, women now hold half of the seats in Congress and nearly one-third of the governorships.

Starting in October, one will occupy the presidency.

“This will have an enormous impact,” predicted the writer Sabina Berman, a prominent feminist. “Boys and girls will now know that girls can become anything they want, depending on their talent, their efforts. And that, in a country as violent and historically machista as Mexico, is an enormous thing.”

Sheinbaum will also be Mexico’s first Jewish president.

Election raises concerns about Mexican democracy

While two women headlined the presidential race, the most pressing issue centered on a man — López Obrador. The folksy, silver-haired president shook up Mexico with what he called the Fourth Transformation, a program aimed at helping the lower classes and protecting symbols of national pride such as oil and corn from foreign competition.

López Obrador has tripled the minimum wage, increased benefits for the elderly and vulnerable and poured money into Mexico’s heavily indebted state oil company. In a country of vast income inequality, he won over ordinary Mexicans with visits to villages and hardscrabble neighborhoods, pressing the flesh and promising public works.

At daily news conferences, he blasted his perceived enemies — old-school politicians, journalists and critics.

The percentage of Mexicans expressing confidence in the national government doubled in five years, according to Gallup, reaching 61 percent last year. That’s twice as high as in the United States.

The opposition accused López Obrador of demonizing the middle class and the wealthy while re-creating the sort of imperial presidency that ruled Mexico for most of the 20th century. Of particular concern have been his efforts to diminish the power of institutions that have opposed him, including the judiciary. He’s proposed replacing the Supreme Court with judges picked by popular vote. Sheinbaum has embraced the idea.

“What’s at risk with a Morena triumph is our democracy,” said Carlos Bravo Regidor, a political analyst.

Sheinbaum has dismissed such concerns. “Our project is to defend democracy, liberty and the dignity of the people,” she said in a closing rally Wednesday.

How Mexico’s next president will work with the U.S.

Mexico’s next president will play a significant role on issues critical to Washington, such as migration and drug trafficking.

López Obrador became an important ally of presidents Donald Trump and Joe Biden in trying to decrease the flow of U.S.-bound migrants. Bilateral efforts on drugs have been rockier; López Obrador has scaled back cooperation with the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, accusing it of violating Mexico’s sovereignty, and failed to rein in the trafficking of deadly fentanyl to the United States.

Sheinbaum and Gálvez both pledged to maintain good relations with the United States and to prioritize the fight against violent cartels and gangs.

Both candidates spoke of promoting near-shoring, the trend of companies moving production from China and other countries to Mexico to be closer to the U.S. market. But the power grid here is already overwhelmed, and international firms have accused López Obrador of discriminating against them in the generation of energy, particularly renewables.

The cartels’ fight for territory threatens Mexico’s stability

Voters’ biggest critique of López Obrador has been his failure to halt the expansion of organized crime activity. While homicides have dipped since he took office, official statistics show, crime groups are taking de facto control of more territory and economic activity. They’ve moved beyond drug trafficking to a host of other illegal enterprises, including the extortion of businesses ranging from sprawling cattle ranches to tiny tortilla shops.

More than 230 candidates, their relatives and aides were assassinated during the current electoral cycle, the consulting firm Integralia has reported, as cartels have fought to install allies in mayors’ offices.

The next president will face another challenge: maintaining political stability. López Obrador, a savvy political operator, has kept Morena’s competing factions in check. Sheinbaum doesn’t have the same influence in the party, which was founded as a vehicle for López Obrador’s ambitions.

“Claudia is going to have this problem” if she wins, Alejandro Rojas Díaz Durán, a senator who broke recently from Morena, said before the vote Sunday. “She’s not Andrés. She is an efficient administrator, but not a political administrator like Andrés.”
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Claudia Sheinbaum, the former mayor of Mexico City, will become Mexico’s first female president after romping to victory in an election billed as a referendum on the leftist policies of departing President Andrés Manuel López Obrador. 

Sheinbaum, the candidate of the ruling Movement of National Regeneration, known as Morena, won with an estimated 58.3% to 60.7% of the vote, according to a quick count based on a sample of voting stations released by Mexico’s election agency. 

Her closest rival, Xóchitl Gálvez, the candidate of a coalition of three opposition parties, tallied between 26.6% and 28.6% of the vote. She conceded defeat. Jorge Álvarez Máynez from the center-left Citizen Movement garnered from 9.9% to 10.8% of the vote. Final results were expected early on Monday. Pre-election polls gave Sheinbaum a lead of around 20 points. 

The vote reflected support for the government of López Obrador, who since taking office in 2018 redirected spending to welfare programs and has maintained approval ratings above 60%. He also imposed austerity measures on the federal government after campaigning on an anticorruption platform. López Obrador won the presidency six years ago with more than 53% of the vote.

Morena also appeared headed for a two-thirds majority in congress needed to make constitutional changes without opposition support. That could allow the passage of unfinished key projects of López Obrador, who wanted to overhaul energy laws, the judiciary and the election agency. Mexican law doesn’t allow for presidential re-election.

Sheinbaum sought to address concerns of weakening checks and balances because of her crushing victory. “We are democrats and out of conviction would never be an authoritarian or repressive government,” she said, speaking to a cheering crowd in central Mexico City. In her victory speech, she said her administration would respect private investment, and keep fiscal discipline and central bank independence.

Although Sheinbaum’s victory speech was conciliatory, Mexico could face difficult times if Morena pushes through constitutional changes that eliminate judicial independence, among other initiatives that opponents say would erode checks on executive power. “This is the worst scenario that could have happened,” said Carlos Elizondo, a professor of government at the Tecnológico de Monterrey university.

Mexico’s peso was down 1.05% to 17.20 per dollar in after-hours trading.

Sheinbaum said Mexico will have friendly and mutually respectful relations with the U.S. “We’ll always defend Mexicans who are on the other side of the border,” she told supporters.

Exit polls showed Morena on track to win at least six gubernatorial races, including the Mexico City mayor’s office.

Sheinbaum, who is due to take office on Oct. 1, will also become the first Jewish head of state in one of the world’s largest Catholic countries. Mexico’s political system is secular and her Jewish background hadn’t been a factor in the election.

“Imagine, after 200 years a woman will now govern our country. Only 70 years ago we didn’t even have the right to vote,” said María Antonieta Olaya, a sociologist who was among the hundreds of people celebrating Sheinbaum’s victory in the historic district of the capital.

Sheinbaum, a 61-year-old energy engineer whose Jewish grandparents emigrated to Mexico fleeing persecution in Eastern Europe before World War II, has served López Obrador faithfully for decades. She was the former president’s environmental chief when López Obrador was mayor of Mexico City. Sheinbaum was elected mayor in 2018. 

“She owes her election to López Obrador’s support,” said Michael Shifter, a former president of the Inter-American Dialogue, a Washington-based think tank. “They have different backgrounds and styles, but I don’t see much daylight between them.” 

Sheinbaum’s presidential run benefited from López Obrador’s populist appeal and high approval ratings, as well as economic factors such as a robust labor market, strong currency, hefty minimum-wage increases and the broadening of the social safety net, said Goldman Sachs’s chief Latin America economist Alberto Ramos. 

The U.S. will be looking to Mexico’s president-elect for cooperation in stemming the flow of migrants to its southwest border, and to tackle the fentanyl crisis, said Duncan Wood, a senior adviser to the Wilson Center, a Washington think tank. After lowering homicide rates in Mexico City by half, Sheinbaum has pledged to replicate such results across Mexico, which is plagued by killings, forced disappearances and massive extortion by more than 200 organized crime gangs.  

The incoming administration will also have to deal with the review of the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement due in 2026. The U.S. and Mexico have had disputes over agriculture and energy after López Obrador changed laws that affected U.S. companies with investment in Mexico, and ordered a ban on genetically modified corn that would affect U.S. exporters.

Economists expect that manufacturing will take on a bigger role in the negotiations, as Mexico holds an important position in terms of nearshoring and the role that China is playing in global trade. 

“Mexico is probably more important than ever before in terms of being an economic partner,” Wood said. Sheinbaum has said that she wants to ensure that the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement becomes one of the main pillars for Mexico’s development. 

Mexico’s policy of cooperating with the U.S. on migration issues won’t radically change in a Sheinbaum presidency, said Andrew Selee, president of the Migration Policy Institute, a Washington-based think tank. She is likely to play a more prominent regional role by negotiating migration agreements with other Latin American countries as well as the U.S. But much will depend on her ability to negotiate with the U.S. López Obrador was a pragmatist who was able to cut deals with the U.S. Sheinbaum’s political skills are unknown, he said.

Her biggest challenge may be dealing with former President Donald Trump, should he win a second term. “With Trump, it’s unpredictable,” said Earl Anthony Wayne, a former U.S. ambassador to Mexico. “Managing the relationship with the U.S. becomes much harder.”

During his presidency, Trump threatened to place tariffs on all Mexican exports if the U.S. southern neighbor didn’t stop migrants from coming to the U.S., prompting Mexico to deploy thousands of National Guard personnel to contain the migrant flow. He also forced Mexico into renegotiating the 1994 North American Free Trade Agreement, which resulted in the current USMCA. 

On the domestic front, Sheinbaum vowed to continue with López Obrador´s popular social welfare programs, with the state guiding the economy in favor of the poor. These include bimonthly cash handouts of about $350 for the elderly, monthly scholarships of about $50 for students and reforestation grants in rural areas.

The welfare programs helped pull José Luis Zambrano’s grandparents, parents, uncle and aunt out of severe poverty. “They had nothing,” said Zambrano, a 21-year-old private security guard at a Mexico City liquor store who said he would vote for Sheinbaum. “Thanks to that support, they can now live a more normal life.”

Nearly 100 million Mexicans were eligible to vote in Sunday’s election held amid a public security crisis and a high degree of political polarization. Voters also elected a new Congress, nine gubernatorial posts and thousands of state and municipal officials. 

The vote was peaceful, with just a handful of scattered incidents, electoral authorities said. Mexicans voted at more than 170,000 polling stations staffed by trained citizens. Electoral authorities said that 222 polling stations, most in the violence-stricken states of Michoacán and Chiapas, didn’t open for security reasons.  

Both leading candidates shared one priority: to tackle the powerful criminal organizations that control U.S.-bound drug and migrant smuggling routes and extort hundreds of thousands of businesses across Mexico.

Security was top of mind for most Mexican voters. The growing power of Mexico’s criminal gangs is blamed for making this election the most violent in the country’s modern history. More than 200 candidates, public officers and politicians have been killed since the start of the electoral process in September.

López Obrador, a divisive leader who has reshaped Mexican politics, has said he would retire to his home in southern Mexico when his term ends Sept. 30. He plans to undertake a farewell journey soon through the country to thank voters in the coming months.

In her closing rally Wednesday at Mexico City’s historic Zocalo square, Sheinbaum told her supporters—and perhaps her mentor—that his place in history was assured.

“I promise to protect López Obrador’s legacy,” she said.
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Claudia Sheinbaum became Mexico’s first female leader in a landslide victory, capitalizing on outgoing President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador’s popularity while also inheriting rampant criminal violence and a large fiscal deficit left by his government.

The former mayor of the nation’s capital and candidate for the ruling Morena party won Sunday’s election by a margin of at least 30 percentage points, according to the nation’s electoral authority. It was a crushing blow for the main opposition led by Xochitl Galvez and further consolidates the party AMLO founded as Mexico’s dominant force.

Sheinbaum, 61, and her allies also won two-thirds of the seats in the lower house and expect to replicate that success in the senate. Such a supermajority would gift her the power to approve constitutional changes that have eluded AMLO. The peso reversed earlier gains versus the dollar as investors worried about her iron grip on the legislative agenda.

“I want to thank the recognition that the people of Mexico have given to our project for the nation,” Sheinbaum said in a speech after midnight, concluding with a “Viva Mexico!”

Still, the task facing the scientist-turned-politician is daunting.

AMLO, as her mentor is known, allowed drug cartels to expand their influence across Latin America’s second-biggest economy, resulting in record murder rates. He also went on a spending spree toward the end of his mandate, writing out welfare checks that made him a hero to the working poor but left the country saddled with the largest fiscal deficit since the 1980s.

The challenge for Sheinbaum is that she owes AMLO her victory and now needs to tread carefully around his legacy. AMLO has an approval rating of about 60%, meaning he could have easily won the vote if the constitution didn’t bar presidents from seeking reelection.

So while Sheinbaum pledged on the campaign trail to follow his vision, she cannot afford to leave a public security crisis to fester. Mexico’s largest-ever elections were also the deadliest in its modern history.

AMLO Legacy

Amid a weakening economy, she must also find a permanent fix for state-owned Petroleos Mexicanos, the world’s most indebted oil company, which has become a drag on public finances. Rating firms have already warned that no action could cost Mexico its investment grade.

Sheinbaum’s victory represents a vote of thanks to AMLO as much as a vote of enthusiasm for the candidate herself, said Andrew Paxman, a history professor at the Center for Research and Teaching in Economics. “Whether that is enough for her to remain an effective leader remains to be seen, because of this question mark that is her future relationship with congress.”

While winning by a large margin will help Sheinbaum push her agenda through congress, a crucial question persists: Will her government be merely an extension of AMLO’s or will she seek meaningful changes to address Mexico’s most pressing issues?

The prospect of Morena becoming even stronger — coupled with uncertainty about whether Sheinbaum would pursue controversial reforms of the judicial and electoral systems AMLO sought and failed to approve — have investors worried. They would have preferred a robust opposition that keeps her in check.

And even if she decides to make changes, it’s uncertain how far she would be able to go. Over his six-year term, AMLO has made profound changes to institutions such as the military, which he turned not only into the most visible security force in the country, but also into a construction behemoth in charge of building and running airports, railroads and other infrastructure projects.

She will also have to consider whether to implement business-friendly reforms and promote investment in energy, water and other infrastructure projects for Mexico to take full advantage of the nearshoring trend that has companies seeking to relocate closer to the large US consumer market.

Super Peso

Under AMLO, the national currency became the best performer in emerging markets. The “super peso” was initially a welcome development because it stimulated domestic consumption of imports. But it has become a burden for the economy, raising production costs of exporters and weakening the purchasing power of remittances that Mexicans receive from relatives abroad.

Some business leaders see signs that Sheinbaum could be friendlier to the private sector, and more open to change the nationalist energy policies implemented by AMLO. That remains to be seen. She has mostly stuck to the basic tenets that made the outgoing leader so popular, promising to expand welfare programs and decrying corruption at all ranks.

Many of Sheinbaum’s policies — from the relationship with China to migration — will also depend on who the next US president will be. Donald Trump’s possible return to the White House may be a complicating factor as it’s not clear whether both leaders would get along.

Domestically, Sheinbaum will also need to keep the ruling coalition united. Morena has left-wing roots but has grown to host members who defected from other parties, becoming an amalgamate with little ideological consistency.

The outgoing president has promised to hand over the reins and retreat to his ranch after leaving office, but whether he’s really ready to leave the spotlight is another question — especially if the ruling coalition starts to fracture.
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Claudia Sheinbaum is projected to win Mexico’s presidential election and become the first woman to lead the country’s government, according to preliminary results reported by the National Electoral Institute (INE).

Sheinbaum, the candidate of Mexico’s ruling party Morena, won between 58.3% and 60.7% of the vote, according to INE’s quick count, a statistical method that predicts the trend in voting from a random sample of polling stations.

Opposition coalition candidate Xóchitl Gálvez trailed Sheinbaum with between 26.6% and 28.6% of the vote.

The Citizen Movement candidate Jorge Álvarez Máynez came in third place with between 9.9% and 10.8% of the vote.

The Electoral Court must validate the presidential election. If it does, Sheinbaum will start her presidency on October 1.
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When Claudia Sheinbaum - the frontrunner to become Mexico’s next president - was just six years old, her parents were active participants in protests during one of the darkest periods of the country’s modern history.

It was 1968, the Institutional Revolutionary Party had governed Mexico with an iron fist for decades and the country was swept by large demonstrations pressing for democratic change. In one horrific incident, as many as 400 students at a protest were killed by soldiers and paramilitary forces.

The tragedy only galvanized her parents and Sheinbaum grew up in a family steeped in activism.

Now the clear favorite to succeed popular President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador in Sunday’s election and likely make history as Mexico’s first female president, Sheinbaum, 61, says she owes much to her chemical engineer father and cellular biologist mother.

They bestowed a passion for politics, a love for nature and a deep interest in science, she said in a biopic released last year that was directed by her son.

"I grew up with that duality - a belief that politics can transform the world alongside an academic and scientific mindset," reflected Sheinbaum.

Looking back, it seems only natural that she would go on to be a student protester, a climate scientist and a politician.

Sheinbaum’s values aligned with Lopez Obrador’s policies which she has pledged to continue.

She wants to assume his mantle as a defender of the state, cement public control of natural resources, as well as strengthen his welfare programs and flagship infrastructure projects. In a slight departure, she has called for a greater emphasis on renewable energy usage.

FROM PROTESTS TO POLITICS

The second of three children, Sheinbaum hails from a Jewish family, including her mother’s parents who migrated to Mexico from Bulgaria as they fled Nazi aggression in the 1930s.

Growing up in Mexico City, Sheinbaum learned to play the guitar and studied ballet, details that her critics have used to paint her as elitist and out of touch with ordinary Mexicans.

Her activism started early.

At 15, she volunteered to help groups of mothers searching for their missing children, a long-standing plight in a country with a history of raging gangland violence.

Around that time she met leading human rights activist and leftist politician Rosario Ibarra, who would later be the first woman to run for president in 1982. Sheinbaum later would go to say that her ruling left-wing MORENA party had taken on Ibarra’s struggles.

Sheinbaum became an active participant in student movements during the 1980s, joining protests against state intervention in education policies.

In 1995, she earned her doctorate in energy engineering from the National Autonomous University of Mexico. As she prepared her doctoral thesis, she spent time at the University of California at Berkeley in the United States, where she polished her fluent English.

Sheinbaum pursued a teaching and academic career in the years that followed, including a stint on the U.N.’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), which would later share a Nobel Peace Prize with former U.S. Vice President Al Gore.

Her political career kicked off in 2000, when Lopez Obrador, then-Mexico City’s newly elected mayor, tapped her to be his environment chief. He had only recently met her, but was clear he wanted a scientist with progressive values to help deal with the megacity’s acute pollution and transportation snarls.

She left City Hall to take on the role of chief spokesperson for Lopez Obrador’s first campaign for president in 2006 which he narrowly lost.

In 2015, she was elected to run Mexico City’s largest borough, Tlalpan.

In that post, she faced allegations of poor management after a 2017 earthquake caused the collapse of an elementary school, killing 19 children. The school had only recently been expanded with an extra floor.

But that did not stop her from notching up a historic election victory as the capital’s first woman mayor in 2018, the same year that Lopez Obrador’s third run for the presidency proved successful in a landslide win.

During her tenure, she won plaudits for improving security with the capital’s murder rate falling 50%.

But she was also criticized for a 2021 subway accident that left 26 dead, an incident that was later blamed in part on insufficient safety inspections and deferred maintenance on her watch. Sheinbaum denied maintenance was to blame.

Return to Table of Contents
[bookmark: _Toc168264604][Mexico] Mexicans vote in election overshadowed by violent attacks (BBC)
BBC [6/2/2024 12:50 AM, Vanessa Buschschlüter, 70613K]
Mexicans are going to the polls on Sunday in an election which is almost certain to see the country’s first female president elected.

Both the front runner, Claudia Sheinbaum, and her main rival, Xóchitl Gálvez, are far ahead in the polls of the only male candidate, Jorge Álvarez Máynez.

Voters will also elect all members of Mexico’s Congress and governors in eight states, as well as the head of Mexico City’s government.

The campaign has been overshadowed by violent attacks, which have resulted in more than 20 local candidates being killed across Mexico.

Ms Sheinbaum, a 61-year-old scientist who served as mayor of Mexico City from 2018 to 2023, has the backing of the outgoing president, Andrés Manuel López Obrador.

Mr López Obrador, who has been in power since 2018, cannot run for the top office again as under Mexico’s constitution presidents are limited to a single six-year-term.

The popular leader - recent polls suggested he had an approval rate of close to 60% - has instead thrown his weight behind Ms Sheinbaum, who his part of his Morena party.

While many of the promises President López Obrador made upon taking office have remained unfulfilled, his efforts to reduce poverty and help elderly Mexicans have been popular with beneficiaries of these social programmes.

Having the backing of the president may have considerably widened Ms Sheinbaum’s base of voters, but it has also raised questions how independent she is of the sometimes overpowering leader.

Ms Sheinbaum has stressed that she is very much her own woman, while at the same time promising to continue building on what she says are Mr López Obrador’s many achievements.

Their party, Morena, boasts about how millions of Mexicans have been lifted out of poverty during the past six years.

Morena says the number of people living in poverty is dwindling thanks to its policies, such as more than doubling the minimum wage.

Economists have pointed out that there are also other factors at play, such as a rise in remittances being sent by Mexicans living abroad to their friends and family at home.

Taking on Ms Sheinbaum at the polls is senator and businesswoman Xóchitl Gálvez.

Ms Gálvez, 61, was chosen by a broad coalition of parties who share a desire to put an end to the rule of the Morena party.

She and the Strength and Heart for Mexico coalition she is running for have been critical of the rise in violence the country has experienced in the run-up to the election.

Speaking at her closing rally, she told Mexicans that if they voted for her they would have "the bravest president, a president who does confront crime".

While she has repeatedly derided the strategy Mr López Obrador laid out at the start of his presidency, when he promised "hugs not bullets" in the battle against crime, Ms Gálvez has provided little detail as to how she would combat the powerful criminal groups which are behind much of the violence which is blighting the country.

She has said that she would offer better pay to the police and invest more in security in general.

What has arguably made her more popular with voters critical of the outgoing president is her promise to strengthen institutions she says Mr López Obrador tried to weaken, such as the constitutional court and the National Electoral Institute.

Ms Gálvez has accused Mr López Obrador of being authoritarian and of undermining Mexico’s democratic institutions, calling his government "arrogant and overbearing".

Whoever wins will take office at the end of September.
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[bookmark: _Toc168264605][Mexico] Mexico’s first woman president faces pressing gender-related issues (AP)
AP [6/3/2024 4:43 AM, Sara Espana, 39876K]
Claudia Sheinbaum’s name will go down in Mexican history.

The governing party candidate won Mexico’s presidential election on Sunday, a turning point in a mostly conservative nation that for more than two centuries has been exclusively ruled by men.

Elsewhere in Latin America, women have presided over Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, Nicaragua, Honduras, Ecuador, El Salvador, Panama, Haiti and Costa Rica.

Mexican women won the right to vote in 1953. No law prevented female candidates from holding office, but sexism and “macho” culture continue to permeate the country of 129 million people.

Prior to the current presidential race, during which Sheinbaum maintained a comfortable lead against opposition candidate Xóchitl Gálvez, only two women had officially sought Mexico’s presidency. Both failed.

In her bid to replace outgoing President Andrés Manuel López Obrador, Sheinbaum struggled to construct an image of her own, leaving many wondering whether she can escape the shadow of her mentor.

Women currently lead some key Mexican institutions, such as the Senate, the Supreme Court and the National Electoral Institute. Mexico ranks third among Latin American nations with the most women in the national Cabinet — 44% — and has 10 female governors among its 32 states.

In some Indigenous villages, though, men still hold the power.

Among the issues that Mexican women face are femicide, or women killed because of their gender, a gender employment gap and inadequate policies guaranteeing sexual and reproductive rights. Sheinbaum, 61, will need to address these after she takes office on Oct. 1.

Here’s a look at the issues.

FEMICIDE AND GENDER VIOLENCE

Demonstrations on International Women’s Day on March 8 are painful reminders that many Mexican women disappear or are killed on a daily basis.

According to U.N. Women, up to 10 women are victims of femicide each day in Mexico. The number totaled 3,000 in 2023.

Thousands more have disappeared. In many cases, it is their mothers, feeling abandoned by the government, who have taken on the task of searching for them.

Most femicides go unpunished due to Mexico’s inefficient justice system, which frequently dismisses reported crimes or fails to properly investigate and prosecute them.

According to the National Institute of Statistics and Geography, more than 40% of Mexican women who are 15 years old or older say they have been victims of some sort of violence in their lives.

During her campaign, Sheinbaum said she would replicate measures against gender-based violence that were implemented when she was mayor of the capital. They include the creation of an anti-femicide prosecutor’s office and legislation that would force offenders to leave their homes.

“We transform, we are warriors who open paths for other women,” Sheinbaum said.

In spite of this, Sheinbaum has been criticized by feminists and activists arguing that her government lacked gender-related policies. Excessive use of force against women during demonstrations has been flagged as well.

SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS

Teenage pregnancy among Mexican women and girls has raised concern.

According to official figures from 2021, the latest available, there were 147,279 births among adolescents between 15 and 19 years old, and 3,019 among girls under 15.

Mexico’s Supreme Court ruled in 2023 that national laws prohibiting abortions are unconstitutional and violate women’s rights, but further state-by-state legal work is pending to remove all penalties.

Twelve of Mexico’s 32 states have decriminalized abortion, most of them in the past five years. A few more states allow abortion if the mother’s life is in danger, and it is legal nationwide if the pregnancy is the result of rape.

In most states where it has been decriminalized, advocates say they face persistent challenges in making abortion safe, accessible and government funded.

Sheinbaum did not address the topic during her campaign.

GENDER EMPLOYMENT GAP

According to official figures, 76% of Mexican men and only 47% of women are employed.

Among working women, 54% have informal jobs and they dedicate close to 43 hours per week to household chores. According to the Mexican Institute for Competitiveness, this limits the time that women can devote to the labor market. Education and access to public transportation are determining factors as well.

Women usually earn less money than men. In Mexico City, the difference is 6%, while in other states the gap can reach up to 25%.
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[bookmark: _Toc168264606][Mexico] Mexico ruling and opposition parties both say they won Mexico City mayor race (Reuters)
Reuters [6/2/2024 9:04 PM, Staff, 45791K]
Mexico’s ruling Morena party and a coalition of opposition parties on Sunday both declared that internal polls showed their respective candidates had won enough votes to become Mexico City’s next mayor.

Morena’s national president Mario Delgado told supporters after polls closed that Clara Brugada had won the contest according to the party’s internal exit polls.

Meanwhile, opposition candidate Santiago Taboada declared himself winner by "more than five percentage points" according to internal surveys.

The mayorship of Mexico City is seen as tightly contested, and would be a major blow for the ruling party were they to lose it.
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AP [6/1/2024 5:17 PM, Staff, 39876K]
A Mexican volunteer searcher criticized in the past by the government has found more human remains in Mexico City and officials have attacked her for it - again.

The existence of clandestine body dumping grounds is sensitive for Mexico’s ruling Morena party.

Morena, which is running the former Mexico City mayor for president in Sunday’s elections, claims the kind of violence that plagues other parts of the country has been successfully combatted in the capital.

Volunteer searcher Ceci Flores, who has spent years searching for her two missing sons, says that’s because officials haven’t bothered to look for bodies.

It’s a common complaint by relatives of missing people in many parts of Mexico, where drug cartels and kidnap gangs use shallow pits to dispose of the bodies of their victims.

On Thursday, Flores posted a video showing what appeared to be human femurs and craniums in the tall dry grass of a hillside on the city’s east side.

She suggested there were at least three bodies, and noted there could be more on the hillside.

"We don’t want to disturb them," Flores said in the video, pointing to a pile of bones with her shovel from a distance of several feet.

"We don’t want to go in and disturb them."

Flores has sparred with the government before, accusing officials of ignoring the plight of Mexico’s more than 100,000 missing people.

In late April, Flores drew the ire of city prosecutors when she claimed she had found charred bones and at least two people’s identification cards in another semi-rural area on the city’s east side.

Prosecutors quickly concluded the bones were from dogs, and that the ID cards had been discarded or stolen and their owners were alive.

President Andrés Manuel López Obrador played a government-produced video at his daily press briefing, accusing searchers like Flores of morbidity and claimed they were suffering from "a delirium of necrophilia."

Acting Mexico City prosecutor Ulises Lara was forced to acknowledge that Flores had indeed found bones, and that they were apparently human.

Lara said police, forensic experts, National Guard officers and soldiers were dispatched to the scene.

That raised the obvious question of why the vast team of official manpower had never been able to find the bodies, while a lone searching mother armed with only a shovel did.

Lara lashed out at Flores without mentioning her by name, claiming "The chain of custody" of the evidence had been broken and the bones had been "Handled."

"This violated the dignity and respect that people searching for the relatives deserve, and some of them have expressed their discontent with this situation," Lara said, implying it would have been better not to have found them.

In a video posted on social media Saturday, Flores reacted with disbelief.

"Seriously? These remains were unknown. We did the work they are supposed to do," Flores said.

"You didn’t even know about them, weren’t aware of them, had not located them."

Regarding the accusation that other searching relatives were angered by her actions - mass searches of the kind Flores carries out in her native Sonora are not common in Mexico City - Flores shot back, "They should be angry at you for not doing your job."

López Obrador’s administration has spent far more time and resources looking for people falsely listed as missing - people who may have returned home without advising authorities - than in searching for grave sites that relatives say they desperately need for closure.

Flores is a very accomplished searcher, and like many mothers of disappeared people, she has a deep sense of mission.

One of her sons, Alejandro Guadalupe, disappeared in 2015.

Her second son, Marco Antonio, was abducted in 2019.

Authorities have told her nothing about the fate of either of them.

In her home state of Sonora, authorities confirmed in April they had identified 45 missing people from among 57 sets of remains at a body dumping ground known as "El Choyudo" that was originally discovered by Flores’ group, The Searching Mothers of Sonora.

The "Madres buscadoras" usually aren’t trying to convict anyone of their relatives’ disappearances.

Many families say not having definite knowledge of a relative’s fate is worse than it would be to know a loved one was dead. At least seven volunteer searchers have been killed in Mexico since 2021.
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Financial Times [6/3/2024 12:00 AM, Oliver Telling, William Langley, Andy Lin and Chan Ho-him, 13519K]
Chinese businesses are increasingly favouring investment in countries including Vietnam and Mexico as trade tensions rise between western governments and Beijing.

During the year to March, at least 41 Chinese manufacturing and logistics projects were announced for Mexico, while at least 39 were scheduled for Vietnam, according to the latest data from Financial Times subsidiary FDI Markets.

This represents the highest number of announced projects in either country since FDI Intelligence began tracking foreign investment news and company announcements in 2003, with both Mexico and Vietnam now overtaking the US as the top destinations for Chinese manufacturing and logistics projects. Thailand, Malaysia, Hungary and Egypt also welcomed record levels of Chinese projects in the year to the end of March.

The developments highlight how, as western multinationals and politicians seek to break decades of dependence on factories in China and limit the country’s role in supplying critical products, Chinese manufacturers are building their presence overseas. 

Among the big Chinese investments an up to $2bn Mexican plant announced by the local subsidiary of state-owned Shanghai Automotive Industry Corporation.

With US President Joe Biden last month declaring fresh tariffs on $18bn-worth of Chinese goods, even small Chinese manufacturers are looking to spend their limited funds on overseas expansions.

As the US imports more from countries beyond China, Chinese businesses are also boosting exports to these countries.

The total value of Chinese exports to Mexico and Thailand more than doubled to $158.7bn between 2017 and 2023, according to China’s customs data. China’s overall exports grew just 49 per cent to $3.4tn over the same period.

Chinese exports of computer parts to Vietnam more than tripled to $1.7bn between 2017 and 2023, according to China’s General Administration of Customs.

However, the Eurasia Group consultancy pointed out in April that Vietnam’s trade surplus with the US had increased substantially not only because of an actual shift in production from China, but also because Chinese companies were simply rerouting products through Vietnam.

“Direct importing [from China] may be down. But one only has to look at indirect routes through which the US continues to be plugged into Chinese supply chains,” said Davin Chor, an economics professor at New Hampshire’s Dartmouth College.

Audrey Liang, a sales representative at knife and tool manufacturer Summit Enterprise, said that, having been based in a single factory in Yanjiang, in southern China’s Guangdong province, for 26 years, it is now fitting out a second site in Vietnam. It hopes the Vietnamese site will be operational by the end of next year. 

Clients had asked Summit Enterprise to consider a site in Vietnam because of “political reasons” and the lower tariffs on Vietnamese goods, despite higher production costs and the lower skill levels of domestic workers, she said. “If the customers didn’t have this requirement, we wouldn’t go to Vietnam,” she added.

There are still many advantages to operating in China, said Jack Ye, a sales representative at Chinese backpack-maker Xiamen Obaili Manufacturing, noting that Chinese production had the advantage of better delivery times, costs and quality. But the company would consider overseas sites if Donald Trump, who has threatened even greater crackdowns on Chinese trade, was re-elected as US president, he said.
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AP [6/1/2024 12:18 PM, Matias Delacroix and Juan Zamorano, 27514K]
On a tiny island off Panama’s Caribbean coast, about 300 families are packing their belongings in preparation for a dramatic change. Generations of Gunas who have grown up on Gardi Sugdub in a life dedicated to the sea and tourism will trade that next week for the mainland’s solid ground.

They go voluntarily — sort of.

The Gunas of Gardi Sugdub are the first of 63 communities along Panama’s Caribbean and Pacific coasts that government officials and scientists expect to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades.

On a recent day, the island’s Indigenous residents rowed or sputtered off with outboard motors to fish. Children, some in uniforms and others in the colorful local textiles called “molas,” chattered as they hustled through the warren of narrow dirt streets on their way to school.

“We’re a little sad, because we’re going to leave behind the homes we’ve known all our lives, the relationship with the sea, where we fish, where we bathe and where the tourists come, but the sea is sinking the island little by little,” said Nadín Morales, 24, who prepared to move with her mother, uncle and boyfriend.

An official with Panama’s ministry of housing said that some people have decided to stay on the island until it’s no longer safe, without revealing a specific number. Authorities won’t force them to leave, the official said on condition of anonymity to discuss the issue.

Gardi Sugdub is one of about 50 populated islands in the archipelago of the Guna Yala territory. It is only about 400 yards (366 meters) long and 150 yards (137 meters) wide. From above, it’s roughly a prickly oval surrounded by dozens of short docks where residents tie up their boats.

Every year, especially when the strong winds whip up the sea in November and December, water fills the streets and enters the homes. Climate change isn’t only leading to a rise in sea levels, but it’s also warming oceans and thereby powering stronger storms.

The Gunas have tried to reinforce the island’s edge with rocks, pilings and coral, but seawater keeps coming.

“Lately, I’ve seen that climate change has had a major impact,” Morales said. “Now the tide comes to a level it didn’t before, and the heat is unbearable.”

The Guna’s autonomous government decided two decades ago that they needed to think about leaving the island, but at that time it was because the island was getting too crowded. The effects of climate change accelerated that thinking, said Evelio López, a 61-year-old teacher on the island.

He plans to move with relatives to the new site on the mainland that the government developed at a cost of $12 million. The concrete houses sit on a grid of paved streets carved out of the lush tropical jungle just over a mile (2 kilometers) from the port, where an eight-minute boat ride carries them to Gardi Sugdub.

Leaving the island is “a great challenge, because more than 200 years of our culture is from the sea, so leaving this island means a lot of things,” López said. “Leaving the sea, the economic activities that we have there on the island, and now we’re going to be on solid ground, in the forest. We’re going to see what the result is in the long run.”

Steven Paton, director of the Smithsonian Institution’s physical monitoring program in Panama, said that the upcoming move “is a direct consequence of climate change through the increase in sea level.”

“The islands on average are only a half-meter above sea level, and as that level rises, sooner or later the Gunas are going to have to abandon all of the islands almost surely by the end of the century or earlier.”

“All of the world’s coasts are being affected by this at different speeds,” Paton said.

Residents of a small coastal community in Mexico moved inland last year after storms continued to take away their homes. Governments are being forced to take action, from the Italian lagoon city of Venice to the coastal communities of New Zealand.

A recent study by Panama’s Environmental Ministry’s Climate Change directorate, with support from universities in Panama and Spain, estimated that by 2050, Panama would lose about 2.01% of its coastal territory to increases in sea levels.

Panama estimates that it will cost about $1.2 billion to relocate the 38,000 or so inhabitants who will face rising sea levels in the short- and medium-term, said Ligia Castro, climate change director for the Environmental Ministry.

On Gardi Sugdub, women who make the elaborately embroidered molas worn by Guna women hang them outside their homes when finished, trying to catch the eye of visiting tourists.

The island and others along the coast have benefitted for years from year-round tourism.

Braucilio de la Ossa, the deputy secretary of Carti, the port facing Gardi Sugdub, said that he planned to move with his wife, daughter, sister-in-law and mother-in-law. Some of his wife’s relatives will stay on the island.

He said the biggest challenge for those moving would be the lifestyle change of moving from the sea inland even though the distance is relatively small.

“Now that they will be in the forest their way of living will be different,” he said.
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[bookmark: _Toc168264610][Panama] Evacuated Indigenous islanders react to new housing built by Panama government (NBC News)
NBC News [6/2/2024 2:28 PM, Staff, 39412K]
The indigenous Gunas of Gardi Sugdub had been preparing to move from their small island off the coast of Panama as their population grew, but hotter summers and fiercer storms quickened the evacuation. The Panamanian government built housing on the mainland and has begun evacuating the Gunas, one of many groups who have called coastal communities threatened by climate change their home for centuries. 

[Editorial note: consult video at source link]
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[bookmark: _Toc168264611][Peru] Peru’s Annual Inflation Hits 2% Target in May as Key Rate Falls (Bloomberg)
Bloomberg [6/2/2024 11:17 AM, Marcelo Rochabrun, 24454K]
Peru’s annual inflation cooled more than expected in May, hitting the mid-point of the central bank’s target range, its lowest level in well over three years.

Annual inflation in the nation’s capital, Lima, slowed to 2%, below the 2.22% median estimate of economists surveyed by Bloomberg, the national statistics institute reported on Saturday. On a month-to-month basis, prices fell 0.09%, compared to the median estimate for a 0.12% rise.

Annual inflation at 2% is the lowest level since Dec. 2020 and marks a significant milestone for Peru’s central bank as it gradually reduces its interest rate. The institution’s President Julio Velarde said last month that May’s consumer price rise was likely close to 0%. Going forward, he has said he expects cost-of-living increases to close the year between 2% and 2.2%.

Peru’s economy is currently recovering from its second-worst recession in 33 years that had been provoked by a mix of social unrest, bad weather and years of political crises.

Finance Minister Jose Arista recently criticized the central bank for easing monetary policy too slowly. Velarde said this week that increasing the pace of cuts would be of limited help

because the economy is already growing as much as it can in the current scenario.

The central bank board will meet on June 13 to deliver its next interest rate decision. The bank most recently cut borrowing costs to 5.75%, down from a high of 7.75% last year.
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